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'. Prohibiting all Publick Exerciſe of the Pretend- 

| ed Reformed Keligion in his Kingdom. 

| Wherein h: Recalls, and totally Annuls the 

| ,perprrualand irrevocable Edift of King Hemy * | 
| /, the IV. his Grandfather, given at Names, full *' 
, if cf moſt gracious Conceſſions to Proteſtants. 
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An exalf Actount of the Cruel Oppreſſions and Perſeeu- YF 
+, #honsof the French Nu apa | 


He Cruelties exercis'd of late on the Proteftants in 
France, do appear ſo deteftabletoall,who haye not 
deveſted themſelyes of Humanity, that no wonder, 

| / the Authors of them, uſe their utmoſt endeayours 

| *toleflen, what they cannot conceal. Were not this worſe than 


þ | 


barbarous utage, a proje@ of a long contrivance, a Man might 
for charitysſake,ſuppoſe this their palliatingit,to be an acknowe 
ledgem<nt of their diſpleaſureatit. However, their boldneſsis 
inexcuſable, who ſhall endeavour toimpoſe on the World in 
matters known; not by Gazettsand News-letters, but by an 
infigite number of Fugitives; ofall Conditions; who have no- 
thingleft, bur Tears and miſeriesto bring along with theminto 
fqreign Nations. *TisCertainly too barbarous, tooppreſs in. 
FHiocent peoplein theirownCountrey; and afterwards to ſtifle 
their complaints in other places where they are driven; and by 
this means deprive them of a compaſſion which the bare inftints 
of Nature never retuſe rothe miſerable. Yet thisis the couiſe 
our perſecutours of Frexcebavebeld ; their Cruelty muſt be at- 
tended with Impoſture, that the miſchiefs which they have aft- 
| ed maypaſsondiſcovered. | 
Ithink we ſhould bemuchto blame, if we ſuffer them to go 
on in-this ſecond deſign, as they have done in the ficſt; and 
therefore we ſhall chooſe ſome principal inſtances, whereon we 
ſhall make ſuch refle&ions, as thereby to judge with greater e-- 
vidence and exa@ne(s on the whole proceeding. And as we ſhall 
| offer nothing but what ſhall be perteRly true, ſo we ſhall ad- 
| cenotbing in our refleions, but what all the world of rea- 
Ss Howtie people will allow. 
__ ® Tobegin with matters of Faſt : There's no body but knows, 
* that a while after his preſent Majeſty of France came to the 
-Crown, there aroſe inthe Kindoma Civil War, which proved 
ſo ſharp and deſperate, as brought the State within an hairs 
breadth of utter ruine. 'Tis alſo known, that inthe midit of all 
theſe troubles, thoſe ofthe Reformed Religion, kept their Loy- 
 altyinſoinviolable a manner, andattendedit with ſucha Zeal 
and extraordinary Fervor, that the King found himſelf obliged 
to give publick marks @tit, bya Declaration made at St. Ger- 
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2) 
wars, intheyear 1632. Thenas well at Court,asin the Field 
each ſtrove toproclaim loudeſt the deſerts of the Reformiſts ; 
andthe Queen Mother her ſelt,readily acknowledged, Tha 
they had preſerved the State : Thisis kncwa by all, but 'ewill 


bardly be believed , though it b: too true, what our Enemies! 
theraſ:! ves an hundred timestold us; and which the ſequel has! 
but too ſhrewdly confirmed, 'that this was preciſely, the prin. | /; 


cipal and moſt eſſential cauſe of our Ruine; and ofall the mif+ 
chiefs which we have ſinceſuffered. Endeavours were uſed to 


envenom all theſe important Services :n the Kings and his Mini. | 
ſters minds, by perſwading them, that ifin this occaſion, this | 
party could conſeryethe State; this ſhewed, they could like. , 


wiſe overthrow it, ſhould they have ranked themſelyes on the 
other ſide; and mighr ſtill do it, when ſuch a like occaſion 
ſhould offerit ſelf. That thereforethis party muſt be ſuppreſled, 
and the good they have done no longer regarded ; but asanin- 
dication ofthe miſchiet, which they may one day be capable of 
doing. This Diabolical reaſoning; which hinders SubjeFs fri 
ſerving their Prigce, to avoid drawing on themiſelyes chaſtiſe. 
ments, inſtead of recompences, was reliſh'd as a piece of moſt 
refined Palicy. For as ſoon as the Kingdom was ſetledin Peace, 
thedefign was advanced ofdeftroying the Reformiſts ; and the 
better to make them comprehend that their Zeal had ruined 
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them, the Cities that had ſhewed th- moſt of it, were firſt be. : 


gun with. Immediately then, on ſlight pretences, they fell on 
Rochel, Montauban, and Millan ; three Towns, where thoſe 


of the reformed Religion had moft ſignaliz'd themſelvesfor the _ 


of % - 


Intereſts of the Court ; Rochel underwent an infinite number of .' 


preſcriptions, Montexban and Millay were ſack: by the Souldi- 
ers. Buttheſe being but particular ſfroaks and meer pree 
ludes, which decided nothing, they tarryed not long befaye 
they made appear the great and general Machins, they were | 

uſe inthe carrying on of their intended deſignto the laſt extre- 
mity. "Twill be a difficult matter togive an exaQt account of 
theſe ſeveral me: hods : For never human malice produced ſuch 
multiplicity of them; every day brought forth new ones for 
twenty years together. Totake only notice of the chiefofthem, 
which were, 1. Law Suits in Courts of Juſtice, 2. Depriva- 
tions from all kind of Offices and Employs; and in general, of 


all wayes of ſubſiſtence. 3. The Infraftions of Edits, under 


the notion of Explications of them. 4.New Laws and Orders, 
; , $. Juggles 


as. wy _—— 
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5s. Juggles and amufing Tricks. The animating of People, 
aridtheinfpiring them with hatred againſt us. Theſe are the 
moſteonfiderable means, which the perſecutours have employ- 
| edfoattaintheirends, during ſeveral years; Iſay, during (e- 
2mies| vyeral years; for what they deſigned, being no eaſie matter, 
l has! they needed therefore time, coorder theirEngins: nottotake 
Prin: | { notice ofthe r Traverſes and Interruptions by foreign Wars; 
mif; | / yet whoſe ſucceſs have not alittle concributed to encreaſe their 
edto _ Courage, andconfirm themin the deſigns which they had a- 
Aini- gainſt us. | 


this | The firſt of theſe means has had aninfinite extent, We ſhould 
like. begin with therecital ofall the Condemnations of Churches, 
the x. 7h flions of exerciſes of Religion,;and all the other vexati- 
ſion, ons which have hapned by the eſtabliſhiog of Commiſſaries; this 
ed, ©” wasaſnaredexterouſly laid immediately after the Tteaty ofthe 


1in- | Pirences, the &ingunderpretence of repaiiing the Edi of 
dof | |} Nants,ſentthem inthe Provinces. The Roman Catholick Com- 
on » J miſſary was every where his Majeſties Intendant ; who was be- 


iſe. Cureafirmanforthe purpoſe, armed with the Royal Authcri- 
oft ty, and who was well inFruftedintheſecrer aim. Theother, 
ce, ; waseither ſome hungry Officer, a Slavetothe Court, or ſome 
the. * 'poorGentleman, who had uſually neither intelligence requſite 
ed intheſe ſort ofaffurs,nor theliberty ot ſpeaking his ſentiments. 


tothe freſh purſuits of the Clergy, and the ill intention of the 
Judges. In which there was not the leaſt dram of Equity ; for 


Ie- | TheClergy had ſet him up; he was their ambulatory Spirit. 

on , The Syndicks were received before them as formal partieSinall 

ſe *. ouraffairs; theaſlignations were givenin their name, the pro- 

he  fecutionsalſo;andaswell the Diſcords from the Commiſlaries, 

of .' asthe Appealsfrom their Ordinances, muſt be finally decided 

li= inthe KingsCouncil. | 

bo.-.:1 Thugin general, all the rights of the Churches, for the ex= | 
je | yerciſesof Religion, the bu:rrying places, and all ſuch depen- 

* Goancies, wereCalledintoa review, and conſequently expoſed | 


; theEdiQhavingbeenonceexecuted, according totheintenti- 
\ onofhimthatmadeit, there needed noſecond touches; it be- 
' ingmoreover, wholly unlikely thoſe of the reformed Religion, 
who had beeneverin the Kingdom the ſuffering party, could 
uſurp any thing therein; and extend itslimits beyond what be- 
long'd tothem. But there were otherdeſignsinhand thanthe 
providing againſt the Contraventions: in therefore by this « 7 
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order, the greateſt part of the churches cited for the juſtifying 


of their rights, ſaw themſelves ſoon condemned one after ano= 
ther, by Decrees of Council, how good and ſufficient ſoeyer 
their Titles and Defences were. Scarcely paſta Week, where- 
in theſe kind of Decrees were not made; andif it hapned that 
the modeſty of the Judges ſaved any of them, by the rome evi- 


dence of their right, as this ſomerimeshapned ; beſides "rs 


the number was ſmall, in compariſon of thoſe condemned, th 
Judges often received order tocondemn them, when they ſhew- 
ed they could notin Conſcience doit. | 
But the Oppreſſions of this kind, did not terminate inthe 
bare condemnation of churches: for particular perſons had 
their part. Inordinary and civil affairs, where the matter con- 
cerned aPieceof Land, perhaps a Houſe, a Debt between a 
Roman Catholick and a perſon of our Religion; Religion was 
to beſure always one of the chief heads of the accuſation : The 
Monks, tbe Emiſſaries, the Confefſors, and all the whole 


Tribe of that Crew, intereſled themſelves in this Aﬀair. In. 


Courts of Juſtice, all the cry was, plead againſt an Heretick,I have 
t0 dowith a Man of a Religion odious to the ſtate ; and which the King 
would have extirpated. By this means Juſtice was nolongertobe 
expected, few Judges were proofagainſt this falſe Zeal, for fear 
ofdrawihg the fury ofthe whole cabal againſt him, orpaſling for 
a favourer of Hereticks, 'Tis not to be imagin'd, how many un- 
juſt ſentences theſe ſort of prejudices have given, in aſl the 
Courts ofthe Kingdom; and how many mens Families have 
been ruined by them , when any one complained, the anſwer 
was ready, You have the remedy in your hands; why do ye not turn 
Catholick ? 

Yet all this had been nothing, had the perſecution kept here , 
and not proceeded to faſten on the Reputation, the Liberty, 
andeventhne very Lives of perſons, by a general inundation ( 

a man may term it) of criminal Procefles. Writtings were 
printed at Paris, and ſent from theneeto all Cities and Pariſhes 
of the Kingdom, which empowered the Curates,churchwardens 
and others, tomake anexa@enquiryinto whatſoever the pre- 
tended Reformiſts might have dore, or ſaid for twenty years 
paſt, aswell on the Subje&of Religion as otherwiſe, to make 
information of this before the Juſtices of the place; and puniſh 
them without rerriſſion. Sohave weſeen ſor ſeveral years, in 


executionof theſe Orders, the priſons every where filled Fr h 
; | : ele 
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| theſe kindofCriminals; neither were falſe Witneſſes lacking; * 
} andthat which was moſt horrible, was, that though the Judges | 
' WereCconvinced they were Knights of the poſt, yer they main- 
tained them, and carryed them through ſuch points as they 
knewtobeuntrue, They condemned innocent and vertuoiis 
perſons to be whipt, tothe Gallies, to baniſhnient and publick 
Penances. And if a Spark of Honour or Conſcience at any 
y time hindred them, yet there was alwayesat leaſt an impunity 
for the falſe Wirnefles. 
\ This kind of Perſecution fell chiefly on the Miniſters; for of 
| a long time they might not Preach,v _ baving for Audircrs, 
or to ſpeak better, Obſervators, a Troop of Prieſts, Morks 
and Miſhonaries, and ſuch kind of people, who made no ſcruple 
to charge them with things, wbich they not fo much as thought 
; of; andturnothersinto2 contrary meaning, They alſo went 
ſofar as todivine thoughts, tomake Crimes; for asſ,on age. 
yer any Minifter ſpake of # gypt, Theraoh,rbe 1ſraelites, of goo d 
| for bad people ( as'tis difficult not to ſpeak of theſe matters 
 Whenthey explained the Scripture ;) Theſe Epies never faile 
to report, that by Egypt, and the wicked, they meart the Ca- 
tholicks, and by the 1ſraelites, the pretended Reformiſts. The 
Judges eoncerned themſelvesinthis, and what ismoſt ſtrange, 
the Miniſters of State themſelves reſpeRed theſe interpretations 
of thoughts, as evident proofs. On theſe grounds the Magi- 
ſtrates filled the priſons wirh theſe kind of poor People ,keeping 
them therein for whole years together, and often 1nflited on 
them ſeveral corporal Penalries. 
"Tis already ſeen by this firſt kind of perſecution, what were 
{ theuſagesſhewed in France tothe Reformiſts before they c2me 
| tothentmoſtviolence. Bur we ſhall ſee them appear more, in 
what we have to add, touching the privations of Offices and Em- 
ſploys, & in general, ofthe means of gaining a Livelihood; which 
—istheſecond way we mention'd that has been uſed to effe& our 
 ruine, *'Tisnothard tocomprehend, that ina great Kingdom, 
1 as Frenceis, where the Proteftants were diſperſed over all parts, 
there were an infinite umber, who could not ſubſiſt nor main, 
1 taintheir Families, but by the liberty of ſerving the publick, ei- 
therin offices, Arts, Trades, or Faculties, eachaccording to 
hisCalling. MHenrythe Great, was ſo well convinced of the ne- 
ceſlity and Juſtice of this, that he madeit an expreſs Article,the 
moſt diſtin perhaps and formal, of all containedin his Edi - 
an 


WI 


— ; 
and therefore 'twas here the perſecutours thought themſelyes 


began with the Arts and Trades, which under ſeveral preten- 
ces, they rendredalmoſt inacceflable to the Proteſtants, by 
the difficulties of arriving tothe maſterſhip ofthem, and by the 


excelkve pron. they muſt beac to bereceived therein,, 


there being no candidate, but was forced, for this purpoſeto 


maintain Law Suits, under the weight of which , they tor the | 
moſt part fe)], not being able to hold them our. But this not # 


being ſufficient, by a Declaration made in 1669. they were 
reducedroone third, in the Towns where the Proteſtants 
were morein number thanthe other inhabitants; and they 
were torbiddento receive any thereintill this diminution was 
made, which at one ſtr: ke excluded all the pretenders. 

Some time after they abſolutely drove all the Reformiſts 
from the Conſulſhips, and all other Municipal officers ofthe 
Cities, which was in effe& the —_— them of the know- 


ledge oftherr proper Aﬀairs, and Intereſts, to inveſt wholly, 


the Catholicks with them. 

In 1680. the Kingifſued out an O-der , which deprived them 
ingeneral ofall kind ot Offi-esard Employs, trem the greateſt 
to th- ſmalleſt : they were made incapable ſo muchas to exer- 
Cciſe any Employ inthe Cuſtom-houſes, Guard , Treaſury, or 


Poſt. Offices; to be Meſſengers, Coach-men, or Waggoners, or 


any thirg ofthis nature. | 
Intheyear 1681. bya Decree of Council, all Notaries, At- 
torneys, Solicitors and Sergeants making profeſſion of the Re- 
formed Religion, ' were rendred uncapable througout all the 
Kingdom. Ayearafter, all Lords and Gentlemen ofthe Re- 
formed Religion were ordered to diſcharge their Officers and 
Servan'Sof the ſaid Religion , and not make uſe of them inany. 
caſe, without Other reaſon than that oftheir Religion. | 
1683. All Officers belonging tothe Kings Houſhold, and 
thoſe ofthe Princes of the Bloud, were alſorendred uncapable 
oft holding theirplaces. The Councellours and other officers 
of 4yds, and Chambers of Accounts, andthoſe of Seneſchal- 
ſhip, Bailywicks, and Royalties, Admiralty, Provoftſhips, 
and Marſhals Courts, Treaſury, Exciſe, and others, x4 2s wh 
longed to TollOfce-s, and ſuch like bufineſs, were ordered 
toleave their places in favour ofthe Catholicks. 
In 1684 all Secteraries belonging tothe Kingand great Ofh- 
cers 


— 


obligedrouſe their utmoſt endeavours. Inthisregard, they 
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cers of Frawce, as well Titulary as Honorary ones, and their 
Widows were deprived by a Revocation of alltheir priviledges 
of what nature ſoever they were. They alſodeprivedallthoſe 
thathad:purchaſed any. priviledges - forthe exerciling ofany Þ}' 
profeſſions, as Merchants, Surgeons, Apothecaries, and Vint= {| 
{ Aners, andall others, without exception. | 
Nay, they proceeded to chis exceſs, that they would not 
ſuffer any Micwives of the Reformed + Religion rodo their 
Office, andexpreſly. ordainedfor the future, our Wives d 
ſhould receive no afliſtance in that condition, but from Romax | 


Catholicks. Tis not to be expreſt how-many Perſons and Fa« 
milies chey reduced every where, by theſe ſtrange avd unheard 

of Methods, toruineand Miſery. But becauſe there were yet 
many which'could ſuſtain themſelves, other methodsof Op= x 
preſſion muſt be invented : Tothis end they iſſued our an Kdict R 
from the Council, by whichthe new Converts, astheycall 

/ them, werediſcharged trom any payments of their Debts for 
_#hree years, This, forthe moſt part , fell on the Reformiſts, 
who, having had a more particular tye of Intereſt and Aﬀair 
with theſe pretended Converts, becauſe of their Communion 
of Religion, were reckoned amongft their chief Creditors: 
ſ Bythis Order they had found the ſecret to recompenſethoſe 
of thatchanged, atthe charge ofthoſe who continued firm: 
| and this they did likewiſe by another way ; tor they diſcharged 
the Converts ofall the Debts, which thoſe of the Religion had 
contraftedincommon , which by conſequence tell on the reſt. 
Addtothis, the prohibitiontoſell or alienate their Eſtates, on 

any pretence whatſoever; the King anulling and breaking all 
Contras, and cther As relating to that matter; ifit did not 

'* appearthat After theſe Ats, they had ſtayed inthe Kingdom 
a whole year: fo that the laſt remedyof helping themſelves 

| | >005s Eftatesinextream neceſſity, was taken from them. 
7 —Theydeprived them I:k-wiſe- of another, which ſeemed the 
q only one remaining, which was, to ſeek their bread elſewhere, 


by reticinginto other Countries, to get their Living by Labour, 
ſince this was not permitted them in France. By repeated Edidts, 
the King forbad themto leave his Kingdom), on ſevere penal. 
ties, Which drove them to thelaſt deſpair; ſince they ſaw 
themſelves reduced tothe horrible neceſſity of dying with hun- 
gerin their own Country , - without daring to gotoliveelſe- 


* Where, Butthe cruelty of their Enemies ſtopt not here, for ; 
by there 
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there yet rem3ined ſome gleanings inthe Provinces, though 
very few, andas thin asthoſe in Pharoah's Dream. The In- 
tendantsin their Diſtris, had order to load the Reformed with 
Taxes, which they did, either by laying upon them the Tax of 
the new Catholicks, who were diſcharged thereof on fayogr of 
their Converſion, or by laying exorbitant Taxes, whichthey 
called Duties, thatisto ſay, he whoin the ordinary Roll was 
alleſſed at forty or oy Livers, was charged by this Impoſition( 
at ſeven or eight hundred. Thus had they nothing more left, 

forall wasa Prey tothe Rigor of the Intendants. They raiſed 

their Taxes by the effetual quartering of Dragroons, orIm- 

priſonment, from whence they were not freed till they had 

paid the utmoſt Farthing. 

Theſe were the two firſt Engins or Machins which the Clergy 
madeuſe ofagainſtus: To which they addedathird , which 
we bave termedthe Infraftions ofthe EdiQ of Nants, under pre- 
tence of explication. Thoſe who would know their number 


andquality, need only read the Books written and publiſhed 


onthis Subjet; as well by the Jeſuite Menter, an Author fa« 
mous forhis Illuſions, asby one Bernard, an Officerinthe 
Preſidial Court of Beſterin Layguedoc , There you will find all 
theturns, whichthemeaneſt and moſt unworthy Sophiſtry 
could invent, toeludethecleareſt-Texts ofthe Edit, and to 
corrupt the ſincerity thereof. But becauſe we do heregive 
you only a brief account of our Troubles , we will content our 
ſelves with obſerving ſome of the principal, iſſuing from this 
Fountain; What was there, for example, more clear and 
unqueſtionablein the Edi& than this; viz That 'twas given 
with an intention to maintain thoſe of the Religion inall the 
Rights that Nature and Civil Society give tomen. Yetin 1681, 
there came out an Edit, that Children might at the Age of 
Sevenyears, abjure the Reformed Religion, andembrace 
the Catholick, under pretence , that the EdiQ did not preciſely 
mark, that at this Age they ſhould continue at their Patents 
diſpoſal. Who ſees not that this was a meertrick , ſeeing that 
onorehatnd, theEdift forbadto take away Childrenfrom 
their Parents by force , or fair means: and on the other, the 
Edi confirmed all the natural Rights, of which , without 
controverſie, thisis one of the moſt inviolable. Was there 
evera more mauifeſt infraftion of the Edit, thanthat, which 


forbad thoſe of the Proteſtant Religion, whohad paſſed over - 
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that the Edit did not formally give them in expreſe terms this 
Liberty. For when the Edi& permits generally all the Kings 


SubjeQts Liberty of conſcience, and forbids the perplexing and * 


troubling them, and offering any thing contrary to this Liberty: 
Who ſees not that this exception, touching the pretended Re. 
lapſers, isſofar from being an explication of the Edi, that 
' *tisa notable violation ofit. 

Whereunto, we may add the charge given to the Roman Ca- 
tholicks not to changetheir Religion, and embrace the Refor- 
med. For whenthe Edi gives Liberty of conſcience, it does 
itin proper terms, forall hoſe, whoare, and ſhall be ofthe 
ſaid Religion. Yetifwe believe the Clergy, this was not Henyy 
the Great's meaning, intending only togrant it tothoſe, who 
made profeſſion of it,at the time of the making his Edit. That 
of Nants gavealſoto the Reformed the priviledges of keeping 
ſmall Schoolsinall places, whete they had the exerciſe of their 
/ Religion, and by thisterm of ſmall or little Schools, according 
tothe common explication, thoſe were alwayes underſtogd, 
where one might teach Latine and Humanity. This is the 
ſence, which has been ever given inall the Kingdom, to this 
expreſſion; whichis till given when it concerns the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, Yet by a new interpretation, this permiſſon was re- 
ſtrained to the bare liberty of teaching to read and write, as if 


the Reformed were unworthy to learnmore ; and this on pur-, 


poſe, to tire out the parents, anddrivethem to thisextremity; 
either not to know what to do with their Children, or be forced 
to ſend them to the Romau Catholicks for Education. 


The Edi& gave them the liberty inall places where they had = 


churches, toinſtru&tpublick!y their children, and others, in 
what concerns Religion, which viſibly eſtabliſht the right of 
; teaching them Theology, ſeeing their Theology is nothing elſe 
but this Religion. And asto Colledges, wherein they might 
beinſtrufted in Liberal Sciences, the'Edi& promiſed Letters 
PattentsSin good form, Yet'twas ſuppoſed the Edit gave no 
right tothe Reformed toinſtrutthem in Theology, nor to have 
Colledges, and on this ſuppoſition, three Academies were con- 
Fro, all that remained. That of Seday, although ground- 
edona particular Edi&, was ſuppreſt as the reſt, and even be- 

fore them. 
But we muſt go further, and ſeeing we haye undertaken to 
T3. ſhew 


(9 
tothe Romay, toreturn tothat they had left, under pretence, -_ 
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ſhew inthis Abridgment ,' the princpal thipgs:they-bave-done 
toexerciſe our patience, before they cameto the utmoſt'Fury. 
-We are not to paſs oyerthenew Orders, or new Laws, -which 
* were tous as ſo many newinventionstotorment us. Thefirſt + 
of theſe Orders, which appeared, -was touching the manner-of 
Burials, : andinterringthe Dead. The number of Attendants 
werereduced tothirty perfonsin thoſe places wherethe exerciſe 
of our Religion was aQtually eftabliſht, and to Tenwhereit was 
not. Orderswerealſo iſſued out to hinderthe communication 
$f of Provinces withone another, by circulary-letters, or other- 
(| wiſe; thoughaboutmattersof Alms and-diſpoſal of Charity. 
Prohibitions were likewiſe made of holding Colloquiesinthein- 
terval of Synods, excepting in two cafes, 'the providing for 
Churches deſtitute by the death of their Miniſters ; - and the cor- 
re&ion of ſome Scandals. They likewiſe took away trom 
thoſe places, allowed by the Edit, which they called Exerciſes 
de fief, all the marksof the'Temples, as the Bell, the Pulpit, 
and other things of this nature. They were likewiſe forbidden | 
to receive their Miniſters in Synodsto have any deciding voice 
there, ortonote them inthe Catalogue of thoſe that belonged 
to Churches. Others forbad the ſinging of Pſalms in private 
Houſes, asalſoſomethar commanded them toceaſe ſinging, 
evenintheir Temples, when the Sacrament paſſed by,' or at 
thetime of any proceſſion. Others were made to hinder Mar. 
riages, ſuch times as were forbidden bythe Rowriſh church. O- 
thers forbad Miniſters to preach any - where', except 
in the place of their/ uſual Reſidence. Others + for- 
| bad their ſetling in places unleſs fentby Sywods, though 
the conſiſtories had call'd them thither according to their uſual 
forms. Others were made to hinderthe Synods from ſendivg 
toany Churches more Miniſters then were there in the preceding 
Synod. Othersto hinderthoſe that defign'd for the Miniſtry, 
to be educated in Forreign Univerſities. Others banifht all For- 
reign Miniſters, though they had been ordained in the Kingdom, 
and ſpent there the greateſt part of their Lives. Others torbad 
Miniſters,or Ca ndidars for the Miniſtry to refide in places where 
preaching was forbidden, or nearer than ſix miles of them. O- 
thers forbad the people to aſſemble inthe Temples, to pray, 
read, or ſing Pſalms, except in preſence ofa Miniſter; placed 
there by the Synod. One was made to take away all the backs 


of the Seats in the churches, and reduce them all toan exat Uni- 
formiry, 


—_— 


TY TRTTTDT”cCPR— —— . Pl 
—_— _—_— __—_ 


- — ——— - 


» & 
NSA >the it hn 4 AAA A A Yo. oo na — 


8 oO Se no ——_y 


>» —_ 
—— 


_— 


WY OO ITS 


beets ate. An. Sa 


,. rp ormount Aer wm, -- 


my 
_ — hb — — — — — — — — — @. + 


| -. Se + - 
- — 4 


11 ) 
formity. ' One to hinderthe Churches that were a little more 
rich, to aſſiſt the weaker, tor the maintenance of their Miniſters, 
and other .neceſkties. Another, to oblidge Parents to give 
* theirchildren, who changed their Religion, great Yeoſtons. * 
Another, to forbid Marriages betwixt parties of different Re- 
ligions, eveninthecaſe of Scanvalouscohabitation. Another, 
to prohibit thoſe of the Religion, from that time, to entertain 
in their houfes any Domeſt .cks or ſervants that were Roman ca- 
tholicks, Another, which made them uncapable of being Tu- 
tors or Guardians; and conſequently pur all the Minors, whoſe 
Fathersdyed inthe proteſſion ofthe Proteſtant Religion, under 
the power and education of Komen Catholicks. Another, for- 
bidding Miniſters and Elders to hinder any ottheir flock, either 
direAly orindire&ly, ro embrace the Roman Religion; orto 
diſlwade them fromit. Another, forbidding Fews and Maho- 
F mitansto embrace the Reformed Religion; and the Miniſters 
{ _ CithertoinſtruRt or receive them into it. Another, ſubjein 
* _Synodsto receive ſuch Roman Catholick Commiſlaries as ſhould 
/ beſentthemfromtheKing,w:th an expreſs order to do nothing, 
butintheir preſnce. Another, foi bidding the Confiftoriesto 
aſſemble oftner then oncein fiiteen days, andin preſence ofa 
Catholick .ommiſlary. Another, forbidding Confiftoriesto aſ- 
ſilt, onpretence of charity to the poor fick perſonsoftheir Re- 
ligion; and ordainivg that the ſick ſhould be carryed into their 
Hoſpitals, ſtrictly forbidding any mantoentertainthemin their 
Houſes. Another, confiſcating, infavour of Hoſpitals, all the 
Lands, Rents, and other profits of what nature ſoever, which 
might have appertain'd to 3 Condemned church. Another, for- 
bidding Miniſters to come nearer then three Leagues to the 
place where the priviledges of Preaching wasin queſtion or de- 
bate. Another confiſcated to the Hoſpitals all the Revenues 
and Rents ſet apart tor the maintenance of the poor, even in 
ſuch churches as were yet ſtanding. Another ſubjeing ſick 
and dying perſons to the neceſlitie of receiving Viſits, ſometimes 
from Judges, Commiſlaries, or Church. Wardens; ſometimes 
of Curates, Monks; Miſſionaries, or other Ecclefiaſticks,to in- 
duce them to change their Religion, or require ofthem expreſs 
Declarations concerning it. Another forbidding Parents to 
ſend their children before ſixteen years ofagetotravelin For- 
reignCcountries, on any pretence whatſoever. Another pro- 
hibiting Loxds or Gentlemento continue the exerciſe -- Re- 
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ligion in their Houſes, unleſs they had firſt produced their Titles 
before the Commiſſaries, and obtained from them a Licenſe 
to have preaching. Another, which reſtrained the right ofen- 
tertaininga Miniſter to thoſe only, who were in roſeſſion of 
their Landsever ſince the Edit of Naxts, ina dire and colla- 
teral Line, Another, which forbad churches called Baillage, 
to receiveinto theirTemples any of anotherBailywick. Another, 
which enjoined Phyſicians, Apothecaries, and Surgeons, to 
adyertiſe the Curatesor Magiſtrates of the condition ofthe fick 
Proteſtants, that the Magiſtrates, or Curates might viſit them. 
But amongſt all theſe new Laws, thoſe which have moſt ſerved 
the Deſignand Intention of the Clergy, have been on one hand, 
the prohibition of receiving intotheir Iemples any of thoſe who 
had changed their Religion, nor their children, nor any Roman 
catholick of whatage, ſex or convition ſoever, under pain of 
forfeiting their churches, and the Miniſters doing publick pen- 
nance, With baniſhment and confiſcation of their Eſtates; and 
on the other ſide, thefetting upin all the Temples a particular 
dench for the catholicksto fit on; tor by this means, as ſoon as 
onereſolved rochange his Religion, they needed only tomake 
him do it in private, and to od him the next morninginthe 
Temple,to be obſerved there by the catholicks, who were in their 
ſeat. Immediately informations were made, and afterwards 
condemunations, in all the Rigour of the Law. The Roman 
catholicks needed only toenter into the Temple,under pretence, 
that they had a placethere, and then they ſlipt in amongſtthe 
croud, andimmediately this was a contravention tothe Decla- 
ration, and an unavoidable condemnation. 'Tis by this means 
they havedeſtroyed aninfinite number ofTemples and churches, 
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Villans and falſe Witnefles were not wanting in this occaſion. 
All theſe proceedings were ſo violent, that they muſt needs 
makea ſtronge Impreſſion in the Reformiſts minds, whereunto 
theſe things tended. Andineffe&, there were many of them, 
that bethought themſelves of their ſafety, by leaving the King- 
dom; ſome tranſported themſelyes into one Kingdom, and 
ſome into another, according as their Inclinations led them. 
But this was what the court never intended, for more than one 
reaſon; and therefore to hinder them, they renewed from time 
totime this Decree, which we have mentioned, which ſtrialy 
prohibited, under the moſt ſeyere penalties, any todeparrt the 
King- 
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Kingdom withoutleave; and:othisend, they ſtritly guarded 
all the paſſages onthe Frontiers. But theſe precautions did not 
anſwer their expe&ations, and 'twas better to blind the people, 
by hopes of abating this rigorous uſage at home; andtothis 
endin 1669. the King revoked ſeveral yiolent Decrees, which - 
produced the effe expefted. For thothe Judicious ſaw well 
enough , that this Moderation ſprang not from a good princi- 
| Woal , and that, inthe Sequel , the ſame Decrees would be put 
inexecution; yetthe moſt part imagined they would till 
confine therz{=tyes wichin ſome boundsin our regard, and that 
they would not paſs toa total Deſtruftion. 
Q We have often drawn the ſame Conclufions from the ſeve- 
{ ralveibal Declarations, which came many times from the 
j Kings own Mouth, That he pretended not to indulgeus, but * 
he would do us perfe& Juſtice, and let us enjoy the benefits of 
# the Edits in their whole extent; thathe would be very glad to 
 fſeeall hisSubjefts reunited tothe Catholick Religion, and 
; wouldtortheeffeting this, contribute all his power; but there 
* "ſhouldbenoblood ſhed, during his Reign, onthis account, 
' _norany violenceexerciſed. Theſe preciſe and re-iterated De» 
© clarationsgave us hopes the King would not forget them; and 
; - eſpecially ineſſential matters, he wouldlet us enjoy the effefts 
+ ofhis Bounty and Equity. 'Twas the more expeCted by a Let- 
ter, he wrote to the Eleor of Brandenburg, the Copies of which 
the Miniſters them(elves took care to diſperſe through the whole 
Kingdom. His Majefty aſſured him , that he was well ſatish- 
ed with the behaviour of his Proteſtant SubjeAts, from whence 
he drew this nat ural Concluſion, That he intended not thento 
# deſtroy us. 

To which we may add the managements uſed ſometimesin 
the Council, where churches were conſerved, at the ſamertime, 
when others were ordered to be demoliſhed; to make the 

orld believe, they obſerved meaſures of Juſtice; and that 
thoſe which they condemned, were not grounded on good 
Titles. Sometimes they ſoftned ſeveral too rigorous Decrees, 
other times they ſeemed not to approve of the yiolences offered 
by the Intendants and Magiſtrates, even to the giving orders 
to moderate them. Inthis manner did they hinder the execu- i 
tion ofa Decree made in the Parliament of Rouen, which enjoy- iy 
ned thoſe of the Reformed Religion to fall on their knees, when 2 


} they met the Sacrament. Thus did they ſtop the PRs of 
0 | 


no 
. = 


—_— "0 


- 
-- - I 
o 
4 A 


| | (14) 
| ofa puny Judge of Cherenton, who ordered usto ſtrike out of 
our Liturgy a prayer, Which was compoſed forthe faithtu!,that 
groaned under the Tyranny of Antichriſt. 'Tisthusalſo, that 
they did not extreamly favour another perſecunion, whichbe. 
ganrocomegeneralinche Kingdom againſt the Miniſters, un- 
der prerence of obliging them to take an Oath of Allegiance , 
wherein @ther clauſes were inſerted, contrary to what Mini- | 
ſters oweto their charges and Religion. *Twas thus alſothey 
expended the execution of ſome Edits, which themſelves had 
procured, asWwelltotaxthe Minifters, astoobligethemto 
reſide preciſely inthe place where they exerciſed their Miniſtry. 
With theſame deſign che Syndic's of the clergy , had the Artto 
ler the principal Churches ot the Kingdom to beat reſt, for 
many years, withoutdiſturbance in their Aſſemblies; whilſt 
they mthe meantime, deſolated allthoſe inthe Country. 
They ſuſpended alfo the condemnation of the Univerſities, and 
reſerved them forthelaſt, Itwasalſo in this view, thatat 
Court, the firſt ſeemed unable to believe, and atlaft notto 
approve of the exeeffes, which one Marillac , an Intendant of 
Poiton,, committed in his Province: A man poor andcruel, 
more fittoprey onthe High-ways, than to be Intendant of a 
Province; though indeed they had a clauſe expreſly to make 
| theſe Expeditions. But amongſt all theſe llluſtons, there's 
none more remarkable than five or fix, which will not beim- 
proper here totake notice of ; The firſt wa*, that at the very 
| time, whenat the court they iflued out all the Decrees, Decla- 
rations; and Edits, which wehave ſpoken of here before, 
and which they cauſed to be pur in execution With the grea' eſt 
rigour , attheſametime, that they interdifted their church- 
| es, demoliſhed their Temples, deprived particular perſons of 
| their Offices and Employments, reduced People to Poverty 
| and Hunger, impriſoned them , loaded them with Fines, ba- 
niſhr them, andinaword, ravagedalmoſtall: the Inten- 
| dints, Gove:nours, Magiſtrates, andother Officersin Pg- 
| ris, andoverall the Kingdom, coolly and gravely gaveout, 
WM | the King had nor the leaſt intention to touch the Edit of Nantes, 
| | burtwould moſt Religicufly obſerveit. The Second was, that 
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in theſameEdi&, which the King publiſht to forbid Roman Ca- 
tholicks toembrace the Reformed Religion, which was in the 
year 1682, thatistoſay, atatimewhen they had already 


greatly adyanced the Work of our deſtruftion : they o—_ a 
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the Edi of Nantes, asmuch as it was, or ſhould be needful. The 
third, that inthe Circular Letters which the King wrote tothe 
| Biſhops and Intendants, to oblige them: to fignifie the Paſtoral 
Advertiſement of the Clergy to our Conliſtories, hetellsthem 
inexpreſs terms, That his intemion was not that they ſhould ds any 
thing that might attempt upon what had been granted tothoſe of the Re- 
/ formed Religion, by Edifts and Declarations made in their favour. 
The tourth , that by ao expreſs Declaration publiſhed about the 
latterend ofthe year 1684. the King ordained, that Miniſters 
ſhould not remain in the ſaine Chuich, above the ſpace of three 
years, nor returnto the fi: {t, within the ſpace ot twelve ; and that 
they ſhould be thus tranſlated from Church to Church, atleaſt 
twenty Leagues diſtant from the other ; ſuppoſing by « maniteit 
Conſequence, that his deſign was yet topermit the exerciſeof 
Religion to the Miniſters in the Kingdom for twelve years at 
leaſt: Thoughindeed they at that moment defign' the Revo= 

- Cation of the Edi, and had reſolved it inthe Council, The fatth 
confiſtsin a Requeſt preſented to the Kivg, by the 4ſſembly of 
the Clergy at the ſame time they were drawingan Edit to re- 
vock that of Nants, & put it into the hands ot the Procurer Gene= 
ral toframeit; andinthe Decree which was granted on this re- 
queſt, the Clergy complained of the miſciepreſentations which 
the Miniſters are wont to make of the Roman Church, to which 
they attribute Do@rines which they do not hold, and beſeech his 
Majeſty to provide againſtit, And alſo expreflv declared, that 
they did notyet deſire the Revocation ofthe Edit, upon which 
the King by his Decree expreſlv forbad the Miniſters ro ſpeak 
either good or hurt, direQly or indirely of the Church of Rome 
intheirſermons; ſuppoſing, as every one may ſee, that 'twas 
his intention ſtill tolet themPreach : Wereever ſuch l|luſtons 
known! But was there ever any greater than this which they put 
inthe very Edit we ſpeak of? The King having after cancel'd 
and annul'd the Edift of Namts, and all that depended thereon, 
after having interCi&ed for ever all publick Religious exerciſes, 
he alſo forever baniſhed all the Miniſters from his Kingdom, & 
expreſly declares, that his wi:lis, that his other SubjeAs, who 
are not Willing to change their Religion, may remain where 
theyarein all Liberty, enjoy theireltates, and live with the ſame 
ficedom as heretofore, without any moleſtation on pretence of 
their Religion, till it ſhoul@plcaſe God to enlighten and convert 
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- them. Theſe were Amuſements and Snares toentrapthem , 
”-:* adit has finceappeared, and it ſtill appears every day by the 
-*.. horrible uſages they ſuffer, and of which we ſhall ſpeakin what | 
- "follows. Bucweſhall, firſt, mentiona preparatory Machin, 
which the Perſecutors have not failed ro employ to effte@ their + 
Deſign, and which we have reckoned tothe Sixthin order. It 2 
conſiſts indiſpoſing inſenſibly the People by degrees todeſire b 
onr Deſtruftion, to approve ofit whendone, andtodiminiſh' 
intheir minds the Horror which naturally they muſt have at the 
Cruelties and Injuſtices of our Perſecutors Contrivances, For 
this purpoſe ſeveral means have been uſed, and the common- 
eſt have beenthe Sermons of the Miſſionaries, and other con- 
troverſial Preachers, with which the Kingdom had been for 
ſome years ſtockt, under the Title of Royal Miſſions. There 
was ficting Youths, choſen forthis purpoſe, who had ſuchan 
Educationgiventhem, which was ſo far from making them 
moderate, asSratherenflamed them ; ſo that 'tiseaſie to com- 
prehend what Aﬀors theſe are, when they not only found 
themſelves upheld , but ſaw themſelves moreoverſeton, and 
had expreſs O derstoinſpire their Hearers with Choler, And 
ſo well did they acquit themſelves herein, that'twas not their 
fault if Popular Emmotions have not followed thereon in great 
Cities, yeain Parisitſelf, had not the Prudence of the Magji- 
ſtrates hindred them. Tothe Preachers we muſt join the Con- 
feſſors, the DireQors of Mens Conſciences, the Monks, the 
Cucates,andin general, all the Ecclefiaſticks from the higheſt 
totheloweſt ; forthey being nor ignorant of the Courts Inten- 
tioninthis matter, every one ſtrove to ſhew moſt Zeal, and 
averſion tothe Reformed Religion becauſe every one found his 
Intereſt lay therein; this being the only way to raiſe & cſtabliſh 
his Fortune, Inthisdeſignof animating the People, there | 
paſt few days wherein the Streets did not ring , as well with the, ? 
publication of Decrees, Edits, and Declarations againſtthe #& 
Proteſtants, asalſowith Satyrical and Seditious Libels, of | 
Which the People inthe Towns of France are very greedy, ; 
But theſe thingsſerved only for -the meaner ſort of People, # 
and the Perſecutours had this Mortification to ſee this deſign 
diſapproved by all thoſe who were a degree above the Mobile. ; 
Wherefore they imployed the Pens of fome oftheir Authors, + 
who had acquired any Reputationinthe World, andamongſt 
others, that of the Author ofthe Hiſtory of Theodoſrus the _— 
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wanting violent Writters, amongſt whom we muſt not forget 
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and that of Mr, Maimburg , hertotorea Jeſuite. He publiſh'd. 
his Hiſtory of Calviniſm, of which he has had ſince theleiſure-- - 
torepent, bythe ſmart and pertinent Anſwers wbich have; + . 
beengivenhim: Theirexample has been followed by ſeveral ©: 
others; and Monſieur Arnaud , whu w.ll alwayes make one in 
theſe matters, would notdeny himſelfthe ſatistaftion of vent. 
ing his Choler ; and atthe ſame time endeavourtorecoverthe 


the Catholicks, was a Work as full of Fire and Paſſion asthe 
Bigors themſelves could wiſh, yet *twas not agreeable, becauſe 
his perſon wasnot;he was ſoill gratified forit,that he complain» 
ed thereofto the Archbiſhop of Rheims, ina Letter, the Copies 
whereof were diſperſed over all Paris. Amongſt vther things, 
he exaggerated his Misfortune, and compared himſelf with an- 
other, whofor muchleſs ſervices, received 20000 Livers, as 
a reward fromthe King. This moreand more ſhewed the cha- 
rater of the Perſon. However, they needed nothim, not 


one Mr. Soulier, formerly ( as they ſay) a Taylor, and zr 
preſent, Author ofthe Hiſtory of the EdiRs of Pacification; nor 
Mr. Nicole, once a great Fanſenift, and now a Proſelyte of the 
Acchbiſhops of Paris, Author ot the Book entituled, Proceſiants 
convinced of Schiſm : nor the Author of the Journal des Scavencs, 
who, inhis ordinary Gazets, highly affirms, That the Catholick 
Faith muſt be planted by Fire and :word, alledging for the proof 
thereof a King of Norway, who converted the Nobles of his 
Country, by threatning them , To ſlay theiy children before their 
Eyes, if they would not conſent to have them baptized , and be bap- 
tized themſelves. Fora longtime we have ſeen in Paris andelfe- 
where, nothing but ſuch ſort of W rittings, to ſuch a berght 
was Paſſhioncome. 

Whilſt all theſe things which we have here obſerved, were 
donein France, they by great ſteps advan: ed ro their end. *Tis 
not to beimagn'd, the Reformed negle&ed their common In- 
tereſts, or did not all that reſ»eAeda lawful detence. They 
frequently ſent, from the furtheſt Provinces, their Depaties'0 
Court ; they maintained their Rights before the Counci] ; thi» 
ther they brought their complaints from all parts, They em- 
ployed their Deputy-Gereral to ſolicit their Intereſts, as well 
with the Judges and Miniſters of State, as with the King him- 
ſelf. Sometimes alſo they preſented general Addrefſes, in 
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which they expoſed their grivances, with all the Humility and 
Deference that Subjects owe their Soveraigns. But they were 
ſo far trom being heard, and their Troubles were ſtill encreaſ- 
ed, and their ſecond condition became worſe than the firſt. 
Thelait Petition, preſented tothe King himſelf by the Deputy 
General, in March 1684.was expreſt in Terms moſt ſubmiſlive, 
iff andmoſtcapable of moving Pity, as eyery one may judge, 
| hHavingbeenſincePrinted; and yetit produced no other fruit, ' 
but the haſtning of what they had long reſolved, namely, to 


. Ut co "—— 


.* uſe open torce to accompliſh our ruine. 
i - This wasefteRtually done ſome months after, andexecuted 
ina manner ſo terrible and violent, that, as we ſaid inthe be- 
ginning, there are few in Exrope, how diſtant ſoever-from the no- 
tice ofthe common Accidents of the World, who have not heard 
the report of it ; but 'tis certain, the circumſtances are not 
knowntoall, and therefore we ſhall give an account of them 
| infew words; ifit be but to ſtop the mouth of their Impudence, 
who publiſh'tabroad, That no Violences have been offeredin 
France, andthe converſionsthere made, were With free con- 
ſent. Atfirſtthey took this meaſure, to quarter Souldiers in 
| all the Provinces, almoſt at the ſame time, and chiefly Dra- 
| g00Ns, Which are the moſt reſolute Troops of the Kingdom. 
| Terror and Dread marched before them, and asit were by con- 
ſent, all France was filled: with this News, That the King would 
not longer ſuffer any Hugonors in his Kingdom; and, Chat they 
muſt reſolve co change their Religion , nothing being able to keep them 
rom it. 
þ They began with Beary, where the Drage ons did their firſt 
executions, theſe were followed ſoon after in High and Low 
Guienne , XNantoigne, Aunix, Poiton, High Languedoc, Vivarets, 
and Dauphine; after which they came to Lionots, Cevennes, Low 
Languedoc , Provence, Yalees , and the Country of Geix, after- 
''F wards they fell on the reſt of the Kingdom, Normandy, Bour- 
W |}; goigne, Nivernoix, and Berry; the Countries of Orleans , Tos: 
wu} |ff rain, Anjou, Britany, Champagne: Picardy, and the Ifle of 
l France, notexcluding Faris it ſelf, whichunderwent theſame 
| Fate; the firſtihingthe Intendants were ordered rodo, was 
| toſummonthe Cities and Commonalties. They aſſembled the 
iy | Inhabitants thereof who profeſt the Reformed Religion, an1 
theretold them, *Twas the Kings pleaſure they ſhould become ca- 
thelicks; andil they would not doit freely, they would make 
| them 
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them doit by force. The poor peovle, ſurpriſed with ſuch a 
propoſal, anſwered, They were ready :o ſacrifice their Eftetes 
and Lives ;0the King, but their conſciences being Gods, they could 
uot in that mater diſpoſe of them. 

There needed no more to make them immediatly bring the 
Dragoons, which were not far off. The Troops immediately 
(ſeized onrhe Gates and Avenues of the Cities; they placed 


' Guardsin all the paflag?s, and often came with their Swords 
intheirhands, crying, Kill, Kill,or elſe be Cathclicks, they wete * . 


quartered on the Retormiſts at diſcrenion , with a {tri charge, 
that none ſhould depart out of their Houſes, nor conceal any 
of their Goods or Eftets, on great penalties, even onthe Ca- 
tholicks, that ſhould receive or aſhit them in any manner. The 
ficſt days were ſpent in conſuming all Proviſions the Houſe af. 
forded, and taking from them whatever they could ſee, Mo- 
ney, Rings, Jewels, andingederal, whatſveyer was of value. 
Atter this they pillag-d the Family, and invited nor only the 
. Catholicksoftheplace, butalſothoſe ofthe Neighbouring 
Citiesand Towns, to come and buy the Goods, and other 
things which would yield Money. Afrerwards they fell oa their 
Perſons » andther's no wickedneſs or horror which they did 
not put inpractiſe, toforce them tochange their Religion. 
Amidſta thouſand hideous Cries, and a and, 6 Blaſphemies, 
they hung Menand Women by the Hair or Feet on the Roofs 
ofthe Chamber, or Chimney Hooks, and ſmoak:t them with 
Whiſps of Wer Hay, till they were no longer abletobearit, 
and then when they had taken themdown, ifthey would not 
ſign, they hung them up immediately again. They threw 
them into great Fires kindled on purpoſe, and pulled them not 
out till they were half roaſted. Theytyed Ropes under their 
arms, and plunged them too and againinto Wells, for whence 
/they would not take them, till they had promiſed to change 
their Religion. They tyed them aSthey do Criminals, put to 
the Dueſtion; andinthis poſture, with a Funnel filled with 
Wine, poured it down their Throats, till the Fumes of it de- 


priving them of their Reaſon, they made them ſay they would 


conſent tobe Catholicks. They ftript them naked, and after 
having offered them a thouſand Infamous Indignities, they 
ſtuck them with pins from the top to the bottom, They cut 
them with Pen-knifes, and ſometimes With red hot pincerstook 
them by the Noſe, and dragged them about their _ 
they 
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they promiſed toturn Catholicks, or that the cries of thoſe poor 
Wretches, that in this condition call'd on God for their Aſi» 


' ſtance,conſtrained themtoler them go. They beat them with 


ſtaves, and dragged them all bruiſed tothe churches, where 
their bare forced preſence was accounted for an Abjuration. 
They held them from ſleeping ſeven or eight days, relieving 


one another to watchthem night and day, and kecp them wak- , 


ing. They threw buckets of water on their faces, and torment- 
ed them a thouſand ways; holding over their Heads Kattles 
turned downwards; whereon they made a continual noiſe, till 
theſe poor Creatures had even loſt their Sences. Ifthey found 
any Sick, either Men or Women, that kept their Beds, dif- 
tempered with Feayours, or other Diſeaſes, they had the Cry- 
elty to bring twel ye Drums ſounding an Alarm about their Beds 
tor whole Weekstogether without Incermiſſion, till they had 
promiſed they would change. lt hapned in ſomeplaces, that 
they tyed Fathers and Husbandsto Bed-poſts, and before their 
Eyes forced their Wives and Daughters. In another place 
Rapes were publickly and generally permitred for many hours 
together. They pluck: off the nails from the Hands and Toes 
of others, which could not be endured without intollerable 
pain. They burntthe Feet of others. They blew up Men and 
Women with Bellows, even till they were ready to burft. 

If after theſe horrid uſages there were yet any that refuſed to 
turn, theyimpriſonedthem; and for this choſe Dungeons 
dark and noyſom , in which they exerciſed on them all forts of 
Inhumanity. In the meantime they demoliſhed their Houſes, 
deſolated their-Hereditary Lands, cut down their Woods, 
and ſeized their Wives and children, to impriſon them in Mo. 
naſteries. When the Soldiers had devoured and conſumed all 
ina Houſe, the Fatmers of their Lands furniſht them with Sub. 
ſiſtence; andto re-imburſethem, they ſold by Authority of 
Tuſtice the Fonds of their Hoſts, and put them inpoſletſſton 
thereof. lfſome, to ſecuretheirconſciences, and toeſcape 
the Tyranny of theſe furious men, endeavour'd to fave them- 
ſelves by Flight, they werepurſued, and hunted inthe Fields 
and Woods, and were ſhot at like wild Beaſts. The Provoſts 
rode about the High-ways, and the Magiſtrates ofplaces had 
ordertoſtopthem without exception. They brought them 
back tothe places from whence they fled, ufingthem like 
Priſoners of War. But we muſt nor fancy , thatthis Gary's 
only 
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only on the common ſort, Noblemen and Gentlemen were | 
not exempted fromit. They had Soldiers quartered uponthem 
inthe ſame manner, andWith thefame Fury ascitizans and 
Peaſantshad. They plundred their Houſes, Waſted their 
Goods, raſed their caſtles, cut down their Woods, and their 
very Perſons were expoſed to the Inſulence and Barbarity of 
the Dragoons, noleſsthan thoſe of others. They ſpared nei. 
ther Sex, Age nor Quality; wherever they found any unwil- 
lingneſs to obey the commard of changing their Religion, they 
prattiſed the ſame Violences. There were ſtill remaining ſome 
Officers of Parliament which underwent the ſame fate, after 
having been firſt deprived of their Offices, and eventhe Mili. 
tary Officers, who were aQtually in Service, were ordered to 
quit their poſt and quarters, and repair immediately to their | 
Houſes, there to ſuffer the | ke ſtorm ; if to avoidit, they 
would not become Catholicks, Many Gentlemen and other 
Perſons of Duality, and many Ladies of a great Age and Anci- 
ent Families, ſeeing all theſe Outrages, hoped to find rome F 
Retreatin Paris, or at the Court, not imagining the Dragoons | 
would come to ſeck them ſo near the Kings preſence ; but this 
hope wasnoleſs vain, thanall thereſt; forimmediately there 
was a Decree of Council, which commanded them to leave | 
Paris in fitteen dayes, and return wi:hout delay :o their own 
Houſes; with a prohibition to all perſons to entertain or lodge | 
them in their Houſes. Some having attempted topreſent A- 
dreſſes ro the King,containing complaints of theſe cruel uſages, 
humibiy beſeeching his Majeſty to ſtop the courſe thereof, re- 
ceived no other anſwer, than that of ſending them to the Baſtile. * 

Before we prcceed any further, "twill not be amiſs ro make 
ſome Remaiks; the firſt ſhall be, that almoſt every where, at 
the Head of theſe Infernal Legiors, beſides the Commanders | 
Jnd Military Officers, the Intendaats alſo, and the Biſhops 
marched every one in his Dicceſs, with a Troop of Miſſionaries, 
Monks, and other Eccleſiaſticks, The Intendants gaveſuch 
Orders asthey thought moſt fitting to carry on Converſions, & 
reſtrain natural pity ard compaſſion; ifat anytimeit found a 
place inthe Hearts of Dragoons or their Commanders, which 
did not often happen. And asfor the Biſhops, they were there 
to keepopen Houſe; to receive Abjurations, and tohavea 
general and ſevere InſpeRio* that every thing might paſs there 4 


according to the Intentions of the Cleigy. The ſecor-1thing = 
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obſeryableis, That whenthe Dragoons had made ſometo 
yield, by all the horror which they praftiſed , they immediate- 
ly changedtheir Quarters, and ſent them to thoſe who ſtill per- 
ſevered.  Thisoider was obſerved in this manner even unto the 
end, infomuch thatthelaſt, thatistoſav, thoſe who had 


ſhewed the greateſt Conftancy, had, in fine, quartered on 


them all the Dragoons, which at the beginning were equally, 
diſperſed amongſt all the Inhabitants of the place, which was a 
load impoſlibleto beſuſtained. 

A Third remark , which we ſhallmake, is, That inalmoſt 
all the conſiderable Cities, theytook care before they ſent 
Troops thither, to gain by means of the Intendants, orſome 
other privateway, acertainnumberof people, notonlyto 
change their Religion themſelves, whenit ſhould beſeaſon- 


able, but alſotoaſliſt chemin perverting others. Sothat when © 


the Dragoons had ſufficiently done their part, the Intendant 
with the Biſhop, and the Commander ofthe Forces, again 
aſſembled theſe miſerable Inhabitants alregdy ruined, toex- 
hort them to obey the King , and become Catholicks; adding 
thereto moſt terrible Threats, that they might over-aw them, 
and then the new Converts failednot to execute what they had 
promiſed , whichthey did with the more ſucceſs, becauſethe 
People did yet put ſome kind of Confidence in them. 

A fourth Obſeryationis, that when the Maſter of the Houſe, 
thinking to get rid of the Dragoons, had obeyed and ſigned 
what they would, he was not freed from them for all this; if 
his Wife, Children, and the meaneſt of his Domeſticks did not 
dotheſamething; and when his Wife, or any of his Children 
or Family fled, they ceaſed nottotormentthem, till he had 
madethemreturn: whichoftentimes being impoſhble, the 
change oftheir Religion did not at all avail them. 

The fifthis, 'Thatwhen theſe poor wretches fancied their 
Conſciences would beat reſt by igning ſome form of an Equi- 
vocal Abjuration offered them; alittle while after, theſe cruel 
men cametothem again, and madethem ſign another, which 
plunged themintoſuch Depths, ascaſt them into theutmoſt 
deſpair. Nay farther, they had the boldneſs tomake them 
acknowledge, That they embraced the Roman Religion of their 
ownaccord ; without having been induced thereto by any vio- 
lent means. Ifafterthisthey ſcrupled to goto Maſs, ifthey 
did not Communicate, ifthey did not tell their Beads; ifby 
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forced to receive again their old gue 

In fine, fora fixthrematk; Asfaſt as the Troops revaged 
in this manner the Provinces, ſpreading terror and deſolation 
in all parts; Orders were ſent toall the Frontier Countries and 


 Sea-port Towns, to guard well the paflages, and ſtop all 
Much whopretended to eſcape from France: So that therewasno 


hope of theſe poor wretches faving themſelves by flight. None 
were permitted to pals, if he brought not along with him a Cer. 
tificate from his Biſhop or Curate, that he was a Catholick ; o» 
thers were put in wr ay and uſed like Traytors againſt their 
countrey. Allſtrange Yeſſelslying in th- ports were ſearched; 
the coaths, Bridges, Paſſages to Riyers, and the High-wayes, 
were ſtriftly guarded, both night and day. The Neighbour- 
ing States were alſo required not to harbour any more Fugi- 
tives, and to ſend back again ſuch astheyhad received, At- 
tempts were alſo made to ſeiſe on, and carry away ſome, who 


"had eſcaped into Forreign Countries. 


Whilſtall this was aQting in the Kingdom, the Court were 
conſulting to give thelaſt ſtroak, which conſiſted in repealing 
the Edit of Nents ; much time was ſpent in drawing up the mat- 
terand form ofthis new Edit. Some would have the King de- 
tainall the Miniſters, and force them as they did the Laity, to 
change theis Religion, or condemn them to perpetual Im- 
priſonment. They alledged for their reaſon, that if they did 
not doit, they would be as ſo many dangerous Enemies againſt 
them in Forreign N>tions. Others on the contrary affirmed, 
that as long as the Miniſters continued in France, this their pre- 
ſence would encourage the people to abide in their Religion, 
whatſoever care might betakento hinderthem; and thar ſup- 
Polingthey ſhould change, they would be but as ſo many ſecret 
Adyerſaries nouriſhed in the Boſom of the church of Reme; and 
the more dangerous on the account of their knowledge and ex- 
perience in controverfial matters. This laſt reafoning pre- 
vaild; 'twasthenreſolved on to baniſh the Minifters, and to 
give them no more than fifteen dayes time to depart the King» 

om. As to what remained, the Edi& was given to the Pra- 
curer General of the Parliament of Paris, todraw it upin ſuch 
& form as he ſhould judge molt fi:ting. But before the publiſh- 


ing of it, twothings were thought nece{larieto be done ; = 
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a Si eſcaped from them, they ſignifyed any unwillingneſs, 
rh ue immediately a Fine laid pom them, and hen woke 
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ſt, tooblidgethe Aﬀembly ofthe Clergy, ſeparately to pre. 
nt to the Kinga requeſt concerning the matter above menti. 
oned, in which "lo they cold h:s Majeſty, that they deſired noe 
at preſent the repealing the Edit of Nent; and the other to ſup- 
rels in general, all kind of Books made by them of the Re- 
formed Religion, and toifſue out an Order for that purpoſe. 
By the fitſt of theſe things, the C ergy thought to ſhelter = 
ſelyes fromthe Reproaches, which might be caſt on them ai 
the Authors of ſo many Miſeries, Injuſtices, and Oppreſſions, 
Which this Repeal would ſtill occaſion: And by the Ke 
proepntes to make the Converfions much more eafie ( asthey 
led them) and confirm thoſe which bad been alceady made, 
by taking from the People all Books, which might inſtruQ, for- 
tifie, and bringthem back again. 

In fine, This Revocative Editt of Nants,was , aq and pub. 
liſhed on Thurſdey, being the 8:þ of Ofober, in the year 1685. 
'Tis ſaid the Chancellour of France, ſhewed an Extream joy in 
ſealing it ; bur ir laſted not long, this being thelaſt thing he 

id. Forasfoon as he came home from Fountainbleay, he fell 
lick, anddyed within a few days. *Tiscertain, that this mans 
policy, rather than his natural Inclination, induced bimin his 
latteryears to become one of our Perſecutors. | 

The Edit was Regiſtred inthe Parliament of Paris, andim. 
mediately after inthe others. Itcontains a Preface, and 
Twelye Articles. Inthe Preface, the King ſhews that He 
the Great his Grandfather did not give the Edi, and Lewishis 
Father did not confirm it , by his other Edi@t of Niſmes, butin 
the deſign of endeavouring more effeRually the re-union of 
their Subje&s of the nd Reformed Regen , tothe Ca» 
-tholick Church ; and that this wasalſo the deſign which he ha 
himſelfar bis fi; t coming to the Crown. That 'tistrue, heba 
deen hindred by the Wars, which he was forced to carry on: 
ainft the Enemies of his State; but thatat preſent being at 
eacewithall the Princes of Europe , he wholly gave himſelftg 
the making of thisre-union. That God having given liia> i 
Grace of accompliſhing it, and ſeeing the greateſt ahd bg 
parc of his Subje&s of the ſzid Religion had embraced the Ca- 
tholick one, theſe Edifts of Nanzs and. Niſmes conſequently be. 
cathe void and uſeleſs. By the firſt Article ,. he ſuppreſſes and 
repealsthem, inall theirextent ; and ordains thata Ithe Tem» 
ples, whichare yet found Randing inhis Kingdom , ſhall be 
' immediately 
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iately demoliſhed, By Sopecond, he forbids all ſort 
Religious Afemblies of what kind ſgever. The third, pro- 
hibirs the exerc-fes of Religionto all Loids and Gentlemen of 
any Suality , under Corporal Penalties, and Corfiſcation of. 
their Eſtates. The fourth, baniſhesfrom his Kingdom all the 


Miniſtecs, and enjoynsthem to depart thence, withinfifteen 


(days after the publication of this Ed:&, ur derthe penalty of bee 
ing ſent rothe Gallies. Inthe fifth and ſixth, he promiſes Re. 
compences and Advantages to the Miniſters and their Widows, 
who ſhould change their Religion, Inthe Seventh and Eighth, 
he forbids the Inſtruting of Children in the pretended Refor. 
med Religion, and ordains, That thoſewho ſball be horn bence- 
forward ſhall be baptized , and brought up in the Catholick Religion, 
enjoining Paren:stofend themto the Chuiches, under the pe. 
nalty of being fined $00 Livers, The Ninth gives four months 
time toſych perſons as baye Sgngrred already our of the King- 
dom to return, otherwiſe their Goodsand. Eftares to bego! 

vated, Therenth , withrepeated Prohibitions, fgrbidsal 
his Subje&s of the ſaid Religion to depart out of his Realm 
they , their Wivesand Children, ' or toCanvey away thei ef. 
feats, under pain of che Gallies for the Men,,, and 0 Confifes. 
tion of Body and Goods for the Women. TheEleventh, con- 
firms the Declarations heperofore made a ainſt th ſe that Ker 
lapſe. Thetwelfth declares, that as $5. reſt offi SubjeAs 
of the ſaid Religion , they may, till Godenli htensthem, re- 
maininthe Tities of his Kingdom , Countries and Lands of his 
Obedience, there continue their Commerce , and enjoy their 
Eſtates, without trouble or moleſtation upon pretence ofthe 
ſaid Religion, on condition, that they have no Aſſemblies un- 
der pretext of Praying, or exerciſing any Religious Worſhip 
whatever. | 
/ Inordertopitthis Edi in execution, the very famed 
that it wIs regiſtred and publiſhed at Paris, they began to ge- 


moliſh:he Church of Charemzoy. The eldeſt Miniſter thereof - 


was commanded to leave Paris within twenty fourhours, and 

immediately to depart the Kingdom. For thisend they put him 

intothe bands of one of the Kings Footmen, with orders not 

toleavehim till he was out of his Dominions. His Collegues 

werelittle better treated , they gave ther forty eight houtsto 
e 


qui Paris, andthenleft them upon their parole. Thereſt of 


be- 


e Miniſters wereallowed _ days; but i can hardlybe | 
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believed to what vexations and cruelties they were all expoſed. | fc 
Firſt ofall, they neither permitted them to diſpoſe of their | 
Eftates, norto carry away any of their moyeablesor effeQts, f 
nay they diſputed then their Books and private Papers, en pre- n 
tence, that they muſt juſtifie, their Books and Papers did not t 
belong tothe Confiſtories wherein they ſerv'd, which wasa t 
thing impoſſible, ſince there were no conſiſtories that then re-' | 1 

« 

| 


main'd. Beſide, they would not givethem leayeto take along 
with them eicher Father or Mother, or Brother or Siſter, or 
any kind oftheir Kindred, tho' there were many ofthemin- 
firm, decay'd and poor, which could not ſubſiſt but by their 
means; they went ſo far, aseventodeny them their own chil- 
dren, ifthey wereabove ſeyenyearsold; nay, ſome they rook 
from them that were under that Age, and. even ſuch as yet 
hang'd upon their Mothers Breaſts. They refuſed them Nurles 
for their new born Infants, which the Mothers could not give 
ſack. In ſome Frontier places they ſtopped and impriſoned 
them, upon divers ridiculous pretences; they muſtimmediat] 
provethat they were really the ſame perſons, which their certifi. 
cars Mentioned; they were to know immediatly whetherthere 
were no criminal Proceſs or Informationsagainſt them they 
muſt preſently juſtifie, that they carried away nothing that be- 
longed totheir. Flocks ; ſometime after they bad thus. detained 
and amuſed them, they were told, that the fifteendays ofthe E. 
di were expired , and that they ſhould not have liberty. to re- 
tire, but muſt go to the Gallies. ' There is no kind of Deceit 
and Injuſtice which they did hot think of to inyolve them in 
Troubles. | 
Astothereft, whom the force of Perſecution and hard uſage 
conſtrained to leave their Houfes and Eſtates, and tofly the 
Kingdom, itisnottobe imagined what dangers they expoſed 
them to. Never were Orders more ſevere or more tri, than 
thoſe that were givenagainſtthem. They doubled the Guards 
in Poſts, cities, High-ways, and Foards, they covered the 
country with Soldiers, they armed even the Peaſantsto ſtop 
thoſe that paſſed, orto kill them: They forbad all the Ofhi- 
cers of the cuſtoms to ſuffer any Goods, Moveables, Merchan- 
dife, orotherEffe&sto paſs. Ina Word, they forgot nothing 
that could hinder the flight of the perſecuted, even to the inter- 
'rTupting almoſt all commerce with neighbouring Nations, By 
this means they quickly filled all the Priſons in the RON 
or 
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for the fear of the INAT, che * IE of ſeeing their con- 
ſciences forced, and their children taken away, and of living 
for the future ina Land where there was neither Juſtice or Hu- 
manity for them, obliged every onetothink ofan eſcape, and 
toabandonallto fave heir Perſons. Alltheſe poor priſoners 
have been ſince treated with unheard of Rigours, ſhut up in 
Dungeons, loaded Wich heavy chains, almoſt ftarved wich 
Hunger, anddeprived of all converſe, but that of their Perſe. 
cutors. They put many into Monaſtries, where they experi- 
ence none 0t the leaſt cruelties: Some were ſo happy as to dye 
in the midſt of their Torments, others have at laſt ſunk under 
the Weight of the Temptation, and ſome by extraordinary Af. 
ſiſtance of GODS Grace, do ſtill ſuſtain it with an Heroick 
Courage. | 
Theſe have been the Conſequences of this new Edi& in this 
reſpeft; but who would not have believed that the Twelfrh Ar- 
ticle would have ſheltered the reſt ofthe Reformed ; that had a 
mind ſtill to ſtay in the Kingdom, fincethis Article expreſly af. 
ſuresthem, that they may live there, continue their Trade,and 
enjoy their Eſtates, without being troubled or moleſted upon 
pretence of their Religion. Yerſee what they have ſincedone, 
andyer dototheſe poor Wretches. They have not recall'dthe 
Dragoons and other Souldiecs which they diſpatcht into the | 
Provinces before the Edit: Onthe contrary, they to this'day 
commit with gteater Fury theſame Inhumanities, which we : 
have before repreſented: beſides this, they have marched them 
into Provinces where there was none before, as Normandy , Pj- 
cardy, le Berry, Chempaigne, Nevernois, Orleans, Beleſſots,and 
the Iſle of France. They do the ſame Violence there, exert 
the ſame Fury they doin other Provinces. Parisit ſelf, where 
{ \, methinksthe Article ofthe Edit ſhould have been beſt obſery- 
' ed, becauſe ſonear the Kings preſence, and more immediate- 
ly under the Government of the court, Paris, 1 ſay, was no 
more ſpared than the reſt of the Kingdom. The oil day that 
the Edi& was publiſhed, without more delay, the Procurer. 
General, and ſome other Magiſtrates, began toſend for Heads 
of Families to their Houſes. There they declared tothem,that 
'rwaSabſolutely the Kings Will that they ſhould change their 
Religion, .that they were no better than the reſt of his SubjeRs, 
-and that if they would not do it willingly, the King would make 
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uſe of means, which he had ready, to compel! them, At the | | 
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ſame time they baniſht by dF ? FOR the Privy Seal, all the 
Eldersof the Conſiſtory,, together withſome 4! Hoy in whom 
they found more of conſtancy and Reſylution ; and, to diſperſe 
them, choſe ſuch places as were moſt remote from Commerce, 
where they have ſinceufed them with a great deal of cruelty, 
ſome complyed, others are yet under ſufferings. 


-— WY 


The diligence ot the Procurer-General and Magiſtrates, not_ 
ſucceeding ſo fully as they wiſhed, Mounſier Seignely, Secretary 


of State, would alſotry what Influence he could have within 
his Diviſionat Peris. Forthiseod, he got together about five 
or ſix ſcore merchants, and othersinto vs Houſe, after having 
ſhut the doers, forthwithpreſented them with the form of an 
Abjuration, and commanded theminthe Kings name to ſign 
it, declaring, that they ſhould not ſtir out of Doors till they 
had obeyed. The contents of this Forma were, not only that 
they did renounce the Herifie of Calvin, and enter intothe Ca» 
tholick Church, but alſo that they did this voluntarily, or with- 
out being forced orcompelled roit., This was done in an Im- 
rious manner, and with an Air cf Awrbority, yet there were 
ome that dared to ſpeak, but they were ſbarply anſwered, 
- Thatthey were not todiſpureit, butto obey ; ſo that they a 


Sign'd it before they went out, 
7 t 


theſe method; they added others more terrible, as Priſons, 
aual ſe:zing of their EffeAs and Papers; the taking away of 
eir Children, the ſeparation of Husbandsand Wives; andin 

; the great method, that istoſay, Dragoons and Guards. 

ole that moſt fi-mly ſtood out, they ſent to the Beftile, and 
tothe Fort PEvegue ; they confined them to their own or others 
Houſes: where they lay conceal'd for tear of diſcovery ; they 
plungred thoſe of many others, not ſparing their perſons juſt as 
they had done in other places, 5 
Thus the 12th Article of the Edi, which promiſed ſome relax-* 
ation,and a ſhaddow of Liberty, was nothing but an egregious 
deceit to amuſe the credulous,” and keep them from thicking to 
maketheireſcape, aſnaretocatch them with the more eaſe. 
The Fury ſtill kept its uſual courſe, and was heated to ſuch a 
degree, that not contented with the Deſolations in the King- 
dam, it entred even into Orange, a Soveraign Principality , 
where the King of Right has no power, and taking Minifters a- 
way from thence byforce, removed them into Priſons. Thi- 
ther the Dragoons were ſent , who committed all kind of miſ- 
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(x9) OY 
chief; and by force conſtrained che Inhabitants thereof, both 
Men, Women and Children, and the very Officers of the 
Prince to change thicir Religion. And thisis the ſtate of things 
inthe year 1685. andchisisthe accompliſhment of the dealing 
which the Clergy has ſhewed us three years fince, towards the 
end of their Paſtoral Letter; You waſ} expet# miſchief more | 

dreadful and intolerable, than all thoſe, which hitherto your Re- | 
) volts and Schiſms have drawn down upon you. And truly they have | 
not been worſethantheir words. Thereare ſome inthe King- 


dom who ftill continue firm, and their perſecutions are ftill [0 
| 
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continuedtothem. There ate invented every day new Tor- | 
ments, againitthoſe whom torce has made tochange their Re- V 
ligion, becauſe they are ſtill obſerved to ſigh, and groanun- 

der their bard Serviiude; their Hearts detecſting what their 
Mouths have proteſt, and their bands ſigned. As ay thathave 
eſcapedinto Forreign Countries, whoare atleaſt 1 50000 per- 
ſons, their Eftatesare confiſcated; this being all the hart 
whichthey candoto themar preſent. Iſay at preſent ; for'tis 
Bot to be queſtion'd, but our perſecutors are contriving to ex< | 
tend their Cruelties farther. But we muſt hope inthe compaſ- | 
ſion of God, that whatſoever intentions they may hayeinde- | 1 


ſtroying theproreſtant Religioninall places, he will not per- 
mit them toeffe& their deſigns. The world will ſurely open 
its Eyes; and this which they now come from doing with a bigh 
hand, anda worſethan barbarous Fury , will ſhew not only 
the Proteſtants, butwiſe and circumſpef catholicks, what | 
they are toexpeR, both one and the other, from ſuch a ſort of | | 
eople. | 
' In effe&, hethat ſhall give himſelfthe leiſure to refle& on the | 
matters of Fat which we come now from relating, which are | 
things certain, and aRtedin the face ofthe Sun, he ſhall ſee not | | 
th the Proteſtants ſuppreſt , but the Kings Honour ſullied , 
is Countries damnified; all the Princes of Europe interefſed , 1 
 4ndeyenche »» Þ himſelf, with his Church and Clergy ,ſhame. | 
fully difcredited. | 

 Farta begin with the King himſelf: What could bemore 
contraryto fs Dignity, thantoput him upon breakinghis 
Word, andperſwadinghim that he might with a ſafe Conſci. 
ence violate, reyoke, and annul fo ſolemn an Edi as that of 
Nents. | 


Topalliate in ſome ſort the Violence ofthis proceeding, they 
make 
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x (30 ) Y 
make him fayinthisnew Edit, Thet the beft and greateff pert © 
the Reformed Religion bes embraced Jruppora ; . «nd theref 4 
 #heexecmionof the Edifl of Nantes, endwhatſoever elſe has by 
| 26" ddr ar Religion, remains void. But 1s notthis 
an Illufion unworthy othis Majeſty , ſeeing that if this beft and 
eateſt part of his Subjes of the Reformed Religion bave em- 
raced the Catholick ; they have done it by force of Arms, and 
by the cruel and farious Oppreſſion which his own Troops have: 
laid upon them. * | 
Perbaps onen.ight thus ſpeak, had his Subjefts changed their 
Religion of their own free will, although that in this caſe too, 
the priviledg:s of the Edit continne for thoſe that remain. But 
afrer having forced them to change by the horrible inbumanities 
of his Dragoons; afterbaving deprived them of the Liberty 
which ihe Edi& gave them; to ſay coldly, that he only reyokes 
the Edi, becauſeit is now uſelc(s, isa Railery unbefitting ſo 
eat a Prince. Foritisas muchas ifheſaid, Thathe wasin- 
deed obliged to cofitinue to his Proteſtant SubjeRs all the privi- 
ledgesdue tothem ; but baving himſelf :werthrown them by 
a major Force , he findshimfelfar preſ=nt lawfully diſengage 
fron: rhis Obligatien: Whichis juſt asif a Father, who himſelf 
had cut his Childrens Throats, ſhould glory in the being hence- 
forward freed from the care of nouriſhing and proteting them. 
Are other Kings won: thus to expreſs themſelves in their Edits? 
What they make him moreoverſay, to wit, That Henry the 
Great, bis Grandfather, yeve only the Ediff of Nantes tothe Prote- 
flenis, that be might the bettereffe 3 their re-union to the Roman 
Church; That Lew the 1 3thalſo, hisEather, had the ſame 
defign, whenbegavethe Edift of Niſmes; and that he himſelf 
bad entred thereinat bis comingtothe Crown, is but a pitiful 
Selvo. But ſuppoſe( ſeeing they are willing we ſhould doſo ) 
therruth ofthis diſcourſe ; ans take weit ſimply, and accor 
ingtothe Letter, intheſenſe whereinthey giveit us, wha 
can weconcludethence, but theſe following propoſitions : 
That Henry the Great, and Lewis the 13th. gave only the Edits 
to our Farherstodeceivethem, andwith -an intent toruine 
them afterwards with the greater eaſe, under the Mak ofthis 
Fraud. 'Thatnot beingabletodo this, being hindred by o- 
ther affairs, they have committed this important Secret to his 
preſent Majeſty, tothe end he ſhould execute it when he met 


with an opportunity. That his preſent Majeſty entringinto 
, | : | the 
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the thought of this athis fiſt coming to the Corwnyhe only con- 
firmed the Edits and Declarations of 1643. and 1652. wich &- 
ther adyantagious Decrees to the Reformed Religion, butts 
iwpoſe on them more finely ( lay faares intheir Way ) orif 

oupleaſe, crownthew, as they crown'd of old the Sacrifices; 
That all that has been done againſt them, ſince the Feace of 
(the Pirenees, til] chis time, according tothe abridgement which 
wehave made of it, has been only the execution ofa projeR, 
but of a proje@ far more ancient than we imagine, ſeeing we 
muſt date it from the Egi& of Nentes, and aſcend upto Henry 
the Great. Infine, That what has been till now, has been a 
great Myſtery, buti -not one at preſent ; ſeeing the King by 
this new Edi&,difcoversii to all che World, that he may be a- 
plauded forit. 

Willit not be acknowledged that the Enemies of Frayce, who 
arewilling to diſcredit the Condu@ of its Kings, and render 
them odiovstothe World, have now an happy opportunity. 
Henry the Great gives his Edit tothe Proteſtants with the greateſt 
Solemnity imaginable, he gives it them as a Recompence of 
their Services; he promiſes ſolemnly to obſerve it; and as if 
this was not ezough, he bindshimſelf thereuntoby an Oath; be 
executesittothe utmoſt ofhis power, and they enjoy'dittothe 
end of his 5 : yetallthisis but a meer ſnare, for they are to 
be Dragoon'd at a proper time. But being himſelf ſurprized 
Death, he could not doit, butleavesitin charge to Lewis the 
13th his Son. Lewisthe Thirteenth aſcends the Throne, ifſyes 
out his Declaration immediately, That he acknowledges the 
£dift of Nantes as perpetual and irreyocable, it needing not a 
new Confirmation, and that he would Religiqufly obſerve eve- 
ry Article ofit, and therefore ſends Commiſſioners toſeeit at- 
ually executed. Whenhe begins a War, he proteſts he de. 


ſigns not Religion, and in effeQ he permits che full Liberty of 


it, inthoſe very Towns he takes by affault : He gives his Edi& 
of Niſmes, as the Edi of a Triumphant Prince, yethedeclares 
therein he underſtands, that of Nats ſhould be inviolably kepr, 
andſhews himſelfto the laſt as good as his Word, But this is 
only intended to Juil the Proteſtants aſleep, inexpeRation of a 
favourable occaſion to deſtroy them. Lewis the > arr at 
his coming to the Crown, confirms the Edit, and declares, 
That he will maintain the Reformed in all their priviledges: he 
afterwards affirms in another Declaration , how ws. at is 
E a- 
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ſatisfied in their Services; and mentions hisdeſign of making 
them to enjoy their Rights, But this is but a meer amuſement, 
and an art-fice toentrap them, the better tocolour oyera pro- 

je& of ruining themat a more convenient time, What a cha- 
rater now of the Kings of France will this afford, toits Enemies 
and Forreign Nations; and what confidence dothey think, will 
be henceforward putin their promiſ-sand Treaties ; forifthey 
deal thus withtheir own SubjeQs, it they careſs them only to 
ruinethem, what may ſtrangers expe@tfromthem ? Conſider 
wea While what they make the Kingſay, that at his firſt com- 
ingtothe Crown, he was in the deſign which he now comes 
from executing. They would ſay without doubt, from the 
time he acually took in hand the Reins of Government ; for he 
wastoo young before, to enter perſonlly on any deſign of this 

nature: heentr'd thereon then preciſely at the time, whenthe 

Civil Wars were ended, But what does this mean, but that he 
undertook this deſign, at the very time when the Proteſtants 

came from rendring him the moſt important Service Subjetts 

wereeyer capable of. They came from rendring him the higheſt 

Teſtimonies of Loyalty, when the greateſt part of his other 
SubjeRs had takenup Arms againſt him, yea whole Provinces, 

rec-iv'd his Servants and Officersinto their Boſoms, when they 
could not find ſafety elſewhere; ſacrificed their Eſtates to him, 
their Lives, their Fortunes; andina word, done all with ſuch 
a Zeal, as becomes faithful SubjeAs in ſo dangerousa conjunc- 
ture, And this is the time when the King enters onthe deſign 
of deſtroying and extirpating them. This fo confirms the Truth 
of what we faid in the be inning, that it putsit out of all 
queſtion, that the proje& of their Deſtrution was grounded 

on the Servicesthey had rendred the King, DoChriſtian Ethicks al- 
low theſe moſt unchriſtian Policies? Isit not a ſtrange thing, that 
we muſt be taught this important Secret,and all Europe beſides': 
for although the Proteſtants have done nothing in this occaſion 
but their Duty,it cannot be imagin'd their Duty ſhould be made 
their Crime, and their Ruine ſhould ſpring from whence ſhould 
come their Safety. God has brought Light out of Darkneſs, 
but the unchriſtian Politicks of Frence, on the contrary, has 
brought Darkneſs out of Light. However they cannot deny 
but that in this new Edi, the King is made to ſay, He has en- 
zred on the deſign to deſtroy the Proteſtant party, in the very time 
wherein they-have ſignalized and diſlinguiſht themſelves with gow 
- Succeſs 
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Succeſs for the intereſt of the Crown, which will furniſh perhaps 
mater enough to thinking men for Refleion, as well within, 
as Without the Kingdom ; and will ſhew them what uſe is made 
of Services, and what Recompence is to be expected for them, 

But we ſhall ſay no more ofthe expreſſions of the new Edi, 
but rather conſider the matterofit. Wasever a worſe and 
barder uſagethan that which we have ſuffered for the ſpace of 


> Twenty Years, Which have beenemployedin forming thelate 


Tempeſt which hasfa)lenuponus. It has beena continual 
Storm of Decrees, Edits, Declarations, Orders, Condem. 
nation of churches, Deſolations of Temples, Civil and Crimi» 
nal Procefles, Impriſonments, Bamiſhments, Pennances, Pecu- 
niary Mults, Privation of Offices and Employs, depriving Pa= 
rents of their Children ,- and all thoſe other perſecutions which 
we havealready briefly ſum'dup. We weretold on one hand, 
that the King would continue to us the Edict of Nants, and he 
deliver'd himſelf on ſeveral occaſions to that effet; andon 
the other hand , we were made to ſuffer in our Eſtates, our Re. 


— putations, our Perſons, our Families, inour Religion, and 


our Conſciences, and all by unjuſt and indiret ways; by un- 

heard of inventions, by Oppreſlions, and publick vexation, 

and ſometime under. hand dealings; andallthisunder the Veil 

of the Kings Authority, and becauſe this was his good pleaſure. 

We know very well the Authority of Kings, and the Reſpect 

and Submiſſion with which we ſhould receive their Orders. 

And therefo1e have we, during all theſe infupportable Uſages, 

a patience, and anobedienceſo remarkable, thatit bas been 

an Admiration ofthe Catholicks themſelves, our Gountry- 

men. Butitmuſt be acknowledged that thoſe who put his Ma+ 
jeſty ondealing thus withus, orhave uſed his Name and Au. 
thority forthis, could not dohim otherwiſe a greater diſho= 
ar Rave done, Fotafter all, thoſe Kings who 
'would have themſc!ycs eſteemed for their Juſtice and Equity , 
govern not their SubjeAts after this manner. They are not = 
putting all roanuncertainty, filling all places with Lamenta- 
tionand Terror. They ſeek nottheir. ſatisfaction in Tears, 
and Groans of their innocent people; norare they pleaſed 
with keeping their Suvj:As ina perpetual Agitaticon. They 
love not to have their names mentioned With Terrcr, nor me- 
ditate continual deſigns of extirpating thoſe, who give con- 
ſtant and unqueſtionable proofs of their Loyalty ; much leſsto 
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invertcrael projets, abich Fits pits » Intheir tinvte ſhall de. 
firoy their oh tiarural Subjefts; for whar elfe have beet theſe 
flie arid equivot@al Declarations; Counter-Otders, and reys. 
cative Edids. | 

Thete are Three things, vety tematkable, inthis whole Af. 
fait, theFirſtis, that as long as they have been only inthe 
way , thetras Agthors ofthe perſecation haye not conceated 
thertifelyes, but the King , as much as they could: ' fis true, * 
the Decrees, Edias, and Declarations, and other things , 
wetit undet th# name of his Majefty ; bur at the requeſt of the 
Agerits, 46d FaQors for the Clergy : and whilft they werethus 
bufied in theſe matters, the King declared openly bis Intention 
of maintaining the Edits, and that 'twas abuſes whith he de. 
ſighed rocorreft. The Second is, that when they cameto the 
laſt Exttemities and to open force, thetithey have conceal'd 
themſelves 4s niach asthey could , ſet forth the King at hisfull 
length. Therewat nothing heard but theſe kind of Difeour- 
ſes, The King will haveitſo, the King hat taken it in hand, the 
King proceeds filrther than the Clergy deferes ; by theſe two means 
they have had the Adreſsto be only charged with the leſſer parts 
of the Cruelties, and lay the moſt violent , and odious part at 
the Kings Dobt. Thethird thing, which we ſhall remark, is, 
that the better to obtaih theirends, they have madeit their 
buſineſs to pttſwade the King, that this Work will Crown him 
with Glory, whiehisa hotrid abuſe of his credulity, and ati a- 
buſe ſo much the greater, by how much they would not have 
themſelves thought the Authors of this Council; and when any 
particular perſon of them are asked this day , What they think of 
it , there are few of therti but condemn it. 

In«feX, what more falſe an Idea could they give to his Ma- 
jeſty of Glory, thintomakeit conſiſtin ſurprizing a poor 
people, diſperſt ovet all his Kingdom, and living ſecurely 
under his Wings, and the Remains ofthe Edi& of Nants; and 
who could not imagine there were any Intentions of depriving 
them of the Liberty of their Conſciences, of ſurprizing and 
overwhelmingthemin an inſtant, witha numerous Army , 
to Whoſe diſcretion they are delivered; and who tell them 
that they muſt , either by fair means or by foul, become Ro- 
man Cethalicks this being the Kings will and pleaſure. What 
a falfer WStion of Glory could they offerhim, than the putting 
him inthe place of God, making the Faith and Religion of 

| Men 
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5 
- Men todepend apon his Authotity, andthat bence forward it 
e .| rmufſtbeſtidinhis Kingdom, 1dex't believe, bectuſe 1 an per- 
Y Jwaded of it , but I believe , becauſe the King would bave me do it ; 


| Whichtoſpeak propetly , is, that [ believe nothing, or that Vie 
dea Turk, ora Fety, ot whatever the King pleaſes, What 
falfer Idea of Glory , thanto force from Mens Mouths by vio- 
gence , andalong Secies of Torments, a Profeſſion, which the 
Heart abhors, and for which one ſighs night andday, crying 
continually to God for mercy. What Glory is there in inventing 
new Ways of perſecutions, unknown-to former Ages 3 which 
indeed do fot bring Death along with them, but keep Men alive 
to ſuffer, that they may overcome their patietice and conſtancy 
by Cruelties, which are above humane Strength to undergo ? 
What Glory is there in not contenting themſelvesto force thoſe 
whoretmaininhis Kingdom, but to fotbid them toleaveit, 
and keep them andet a double Servicnde, viz. buthofSoul 
4nd Body ? What Glory is there in keepibg his Priſons full ofin- 
An atecharged with no other fault, than ſery- 
ing God atcotding to the beſt of theit knowledge, and for this to 
beexpoſ'dtothe rage ofthe Dragoons, vr condemned tothe 
Gallies,afd executions on Body andGoods ? Will theſe Cruel- 
ties render his Majeſties name lovely inhis Hiſtory, to the Ca- 
tholick or Proteſtant World ? 

But we ſhou!d be very loath toexaggerate any thing, which 
may violate the reſpe& due to ſo great a Prince; but we donot 
think it a failure in our duty, fairly to repreſent how fartheſe 
refined Politicians have really interefſed his Honour, inthefſad 
Misfortunes wherein they have plunged us, and bow Criminal 
they have thereby made themſelves towards him. They have 
committed no leſs Miſdemeangurs againſt their Country, of 
which they are Members, and for which a Man would think they 

}ſhould have ſome conſideration. Not to ſpeak here ofthe great 
number of Perſons of all Ages, Sexes and Onalities , which 

| they have cut off from it by their fierce Tempers; although per- 
haps this loſs be greater, than they were willing to imagine. 
Its certain, that France isa very populous Country, but wher: 

thete Feayouriſh Fits ſhall be over, and they ſhall in cold Bloud 

conſider what they have done, they will find theſe Diminutipns 

to be nowatter of Triumph, for 'cis not poſſible, that ſo many 

| ſubſtantial People, ſo many intire Families, who diſtinguiſh 
themſcelyes in their Arts, in the Sciences, Civil and Military, 
can 
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canleaye a Kingdom without ohe day being miſled : at preſent , 
whilſt they rejoice in theic ſpoils, poſſeſs themſelyes in their 
Houſes an4 Eftares, this loſs is not felt ; *tisrecompenſed b 
Booty, bur it will not be alwayes ſo: Neither ſhall weinſi 
here on that almoſt general interruption of Trafhck,, which 
theſe moſt Vachriſtian terſecutours have cauſed in the principal 
'Fowns of the State; although this be no ſmall mi(chief: The 


MS 


Proteſtants made up a good part of the Trade, as well within the 


Kingdom, as withour , and were thereinſo mixt with the Ca- 
tholicks, that their Aﬀairs were ina manner inſeparable. They 
dealt asit wereincommon, whentheſe Oppreſlions came up. 
onthem ; and what confuſtons have they not produced ? How 
many induſtrious meaſures have they broken? How many he- 
neſt deſigns bave they not diſappointed > How many Manufac- 
tures ruin'd? How many Baokrupts made? and how many 
Families reduc'd to Beggery ? But this is what the Oppreflors 
little troubled themſelves about, they have their Bread gained 


to their mouths, they livein wantonneſsand eaſe ; and whilſt 
others dye with Hunger,their Revenues are aſcertain'd tothem. ' 


But this hinders nor the Body of the Eſtate to ſuffer, both inits 
Honour and Profice; and we may truly ſay, that four Civil 
Wars could not have produced ſomuch Miſchief, as time will 
ſhewto ſpring from this Perſecution. 
But we will leavethe conſequence of this affairtotime, and 
only fay, That the Edit of Nants, being a fundamental Law 
of the Kingdom, andan agreement between two parties, bya 
reciprocal acceprion under the peaceable Reign of Henry the 
Great ; by the publick Faith, and by mutual Oaths, as we have 
alreadyſeen: this muſt certainly be ot ill example to the inte- 
reſt ofthe State: That after having made a thouſand infraQi- 
ons of it, it muſt be at lengthrevok'd, cancel'd and anul'd, at 
the motion ofa Cabal, who abuſe t heir intereſt; and hereby 
make themſelves fit for cnterprizing, and executing any thing. 
Aſter this Violation, wha: can hence forward be thought firm 
and inviolablein France? I ſpeak not of particular mens af- 
fairs, but of genera! eſtabliſhments, Royal Companies , 
Courts of Juſtice, andall other rarks of men intereſled in So- 
ciety, eventhe very Rights ofthe Crown, and formof Go- 
verment. Therearein the Kingdom a great many thinking 
Men, Imean not your Poets, andſuchlike kind of Flatterers, 


who make Verſes, Orations, Penegyricks, and Sermons too 
| for 
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for Preferments and Benifices; bur 1 ſpeak of ſolid and Judici- 


ous perſons, whoſecimotbe conſequences ofthungs, and 
know well how to judge of them; ſhall we thir.k that theſe Men, 
ſee not what is too viſible, that the Srate is pierced through and 
through, by the ſame blow given the Frozeflams; and that ſuch 
open revocation of the Edit, leaves nctbing firm or facred. 
'Tis to no purpcſeto alledge diftintions inthe matter, and 
ſay, that the pretended Reforn:ed Religion was odioustothe 
State, and therefore wastbus undertaken, For not tomen- 
tion the dangerouſneſs of the example; asto the general aver- 
ſion to our Religionin the minds ofthe Catbolicks, iris cer- 
tain , that excepting the Fafticn ofthe B:gots, and what they 
call the Propagators of the Faith; neither the Commons, nor 
great People, baveany anim-cfity agairſt us ; but on the con- 
traty, dobemoanour misfortunes. Not totouch further 
on this, or render it odious or indiff.remt in the minds of the 
people. There are never wantir:g reaſonsand pretences, in 
matters of this nature ; one party is ſet up 2gainſt anprher ; and 
that is called the State, right or wrong, which isthe prevailing 
one; like as ir. Religion, not the beſt and honeſteſt, but the 
powerfulleſt and boldeſt part, are termed the Church. We muſt not 
judge of theſe things then from their matter, but their form. 
Now ifever there was fince the world ſtood, a matter authen- 
tick and irrevocable, it wasthe Edit of Nants: Torevuke and 
cancelit, is to ſet up ones ſe}t above our obligations to God, as 
wellastoMen; *tis todeclare openly, that there are nolong- 
erany ties or promiſes inthe world. And -h:sis no more than 
the wiſe willeaſily comprehend, and I doubt not but they haye 
done it already. | 
Some perhaps may make an Obje&ion on this occaſion, 
which it will be good to anſwer; which is, that as the Edi, 
confider it how you will, is become only a Law of Stateby 
Henry the Greai's Authority, ſoit may likewiſe be revok'd and 
anul'd by Lewis the 14th. his Grandſon and Succeſſor. For 
things may be ended by the ſame means they have been begun. 
It Henry the Great has had the power to chayge the form of go- 
verning the State, by introducing a new Law; why has not 
Lewis the 14th. the ſame power to alter this form, and anull 
whatſoever his Predeceflor has done? But this Obje&ion will 
ſoon be anſwered, by conſidering it's built upon a falſe princi- 
ple, and offers a falſer conſequence. It is not the ſingle Au- 
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thority of Heyry the Great which has eſtabliſhed the Edi. The 
Edi is a Decreeofhis Juſtice, and an accord and tranſaftion 
that paſt between the Catholicks and the Reformiſts, autho» 
rx dby he publick Faith of the whole Eftate, and ſealed with 
| the ſeal ofan Oath, and ratified by the execution of it ; now 
this rendersthe Edi@inviolable, and ſetsit above the reach of 
Henry's Succeſſors; and therefore they can be only Diſpoſitaries , 
and Executorsof ir, and not the Maſters, to make it depend 
on their Wills. Henry the Great never impoſed the force of 
Armsto makethe Catholicks conſent to it ; and though fince 
his Death, under the minority of Lewis the 12th. there have 
been Aſſemblies of the States General, the Edi has remained 
infull force ; as 'twas then,as we have already ſaid,a fundamen- 
tal Law of the Kingdom, whichthe King could not touch. But 
|  ſuppoſingthiswerenora Work grounded onthe bare Autho- 
| rity of Henry, whichis falſe, it does not therefore follow, that 
* hispreſent Majeſty can revokeit. The Edit isa Royal pro- | 
| © miſe, which Hewy thegreatmadetothe Reformiſts of his. 
FF Kingdom, as well forhimſelf as his Succefſors forever ; as we 
havealready ſeen; and conſequently thisis a condition or he- 
reditary Debt , charged onhimfelt apd Poſterity. Moreover, 
it is not true, that Henry the Great has changed ' 
ns Government of the State, when he gave Li- 
of Conſcience to his Subjets, for this Liberty is matter | 
_ and more3nviolable than all Edits, ſeeing that itis 
a right of nature. He has permitted a publick exerciſe of the 
Reformed Religion; but this exerciſe was eſtabliſhed in the 
Kingdom before his Edit, andifhe has enlarged the privile- 
dges of the Reformed ,as without doubt he has, he did notdo 
it without the conſent and approbation of the State; and has 
| herein violated nothing ofhis lawful engagements. But 'tis 
0 not the ſame with Lewis the 14th. who of his own pure Autho». 
| rity, makesa real and fundamental c:ange , againſt the con. 
currence of one part ofhis Eſtate, and without the conſulting 
the other; hereby violating his own Engagments, thoſe ofthe 
Kingdom, andeventhe Laws of nature too. Infine, ifwe 
conſjder what means have been uſed to arrive at the Reyocati. 
on in queſtion, how ſhall a Man not acknowledge the State isin. 
ſenſibly interefted therein. They are not contented to ſuppreſs 
Religious Aſſemblies, and to null the Proteſtants priviledges 
by unjuſt Decrees; but they alſoſend them Soldiers to diſpute 
| points 
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points of Religion with hem: T ZM fackt like peopletak:n 
by aſſault,torcee intheir Conſciences,and for this purpoſe,Hell 
it ſelfis Jet Jooſe upcn them ; and this :theeffeRs of a Military, 
and Arbitrary Government, regulated neither ty Juſiice, Keaſon, 
nor Humanity. Canit be thought, that France w1]l beat eaſein 
this manrer, or that wiſe pecple willl think this an equitable 
way of governirg? There needs cnly aro herdefign, another 


# paſlionto ſatisfie, another yengearce to execute; and then, 


wo be to them who ſhall cppoleit ; fortt.e DragconsWwill not 
forget their Office. 

Totheſetwo e(fleftions which reſp«@ the French -Kirg and 
his States, we may add athird, which will bave regard tothe 
Intercſts of Kings, Princes, and other powers of Zarope, as well 
of oneas the other Religion. We ſhall rot be much miſtaken, 
if we ſay, thatithey have a c« mmen and general concern here- 
in; inaſn uch astheſe+kilful Artiſts in miſery, do as much as 
they can,to trouble the gnod-underſtanding that is betwixt them 
We areperfwaded, that their wiſe and juſt 
Government will,in this reſpe&, put them beyond all fear : but 
this hinders not examples of this natwe, fic m being a]wayes 
miſchievous, and naturally tending to beget in the minds of the 
Vulgar (whocommonl\ judge only of things in gen-ral ) ſuſ- 
pitions and diſtruſts of : heir Soveraigns, as if they dreamed of 
nothing but devouring their SubjeA+; and delivering them up 
to the Diſcretion, or rather, the Fury of their Souldiers. The 


greater Moderationand Juſtice that Prirces have, Ry 


are oblidged to thoſe who furniſh People with matter forſuc 


dangerous thoughts, which may produce very illeffets. 


Beſide, is it not certain,that the Princes and States of Europe, 


cannot without a great deal of pleaſure ſee France, which makes 
ſogreat a Figure in the affairs of the World, and gives them ſo 
powerful an Influence, new put her ſelf in ſuch a condition, as 


hat nojuſtmeaſures can betaken from her ? lt will not be ſuf= 


ficient to ſay, that they will have no force but what Intereſt in. 
ſpires ; but that they will hereaſter depend on the Intereſt or 
Capriciouſneſs of a ſort of Heady People, that will give nothing 
either to the Laws of Prudence orEquity, but marage a)] by 
force. If they have had the power, to do within the Kingdom 
what they have lately put in Execution, what will they not do 
as to affairs without ? If they have not ſpared their own country, 
men; with whom they had daily commerce, who were {ervice_ 
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able to them, will they ſpare the Unknown? Will they have 
more reſpe& to Truces or Conventions of four days Tranſa&i. 
on, thantoan Edi of an hundred years continuance, and that 
the moſt auguſt and ſolemn that ever was ; which yet they made 
no otheruſe ofthanto amuſe a people, and to involye them 
more ſurely in anutter Deſolation ? Methinks they have reſoly. 
ed to bring things to this paſs, That there being no more Faith 
to behadin France, allher I ſhall be continually u- 

the more ſo when ſhe promiſes, 
than when ſhe threatnes; more in Peace thanin War; ſothat 
there is no more hopes of being at queit, but what the ſurety of 
Hoſtages, or the diminution of her Forces can give, 
This being ſo in reſpe of all Princes and States in general, 
what may the Proteſtant Princes and Stares in particular think, 
| but that it is the deſign of France to ruine them all, and tomake - 
no ſtoptill ſhe hasdeyoured them. Every body knows, that the 
Proteſtant Princes underſtand their Intereſts well enough, tobe 
ableto diſcern them through the Clouds, wherewith they woul 
coverthem; and*tis not doubted but they ſee, that this is a be« 
ginning or Eſſay, which France expeQts ſhortly'to give the laſt 
ftroak to. The Court there has ſuffered it ſelfto be poſleſs'd 
with groſs Bigotry, and a falſe Zeal of Catholiciſm. 'Tis the 
Genius a-la-mode, each there is become a perſecutor, even to 
Fire and Sword; and there are ſome perſwaded, that this will 
weigh down the Ballance. Vain Glory is no ſmall Ingredient in 
this deſign, policy has her projets, and myſteries in it too ; 
and as their proſpes have no bounds, ſo her myſteries want no 
inviſible Springs, and ſurprizing wayes, which ſhe will join 
when ſhe pleaſes to the force of Arms. She thinks the ſeaſon is 
ripe, and fhe needs only to dare. Theeaſineſs ſhe has found 
itt making Conqueſts and Converſions (wells her Cong, m_ 
already ſome talk of nothing but a further progreſsinfofair 
way. 'Tisto be hoped that Proteſtant Princes will from thence 
draw their juſt Concluſions. 
As to Catholick Princes and States, they have too ſagacious 
udgements, not to ſee how much they ſhare in this affair. It 
will be made uſe of to break the good underſtanding which is 
betwixt them and the Proteffants, by amuſing thoſe with the 
fair pretext of the Catholick Religion, and cunning]y inſpirin 
theſe with ſealouſies of a general deſign to deftroy them. 1 


the Catholick Princes and States remoye not theſe Suf] = 
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ifthey ſuffer Franee ſtill to aggrandize her ſelfby her pretended 
Zealfor Catholiciſm, which at the bottom is but a mask, they 
may already be aſſured, thatthey are loſt. It will fignifie lit- 
tleto ſay, We are good Catholicks as well as you, this will not {e- 
cure them trom Dragoons, all that will not take the Y oke ſhal! 
be Hereticks : nay, worſe than an Heretick; for now the 
greateſt Hereſieisnot toſubmir: Spain, Germayy and Italy al- 
Feady know thisin ſome meaſure. 

But will it not be thought a paradox, if, toall that we have 
ſaid, weadd, that the Pope himſelf, and the whole body of the 
Roman Church, find themſelves ſenſibly intereſſedin the perſe- 
cution of us. And yet we will ſay nothing berein, bu: what is 
evident Truth, and which the wiſeſt of the Roman Catholicks 
muſtagreeto. Fotisit notthe worſt ch-r&er that can be given 
ofthe Roman Clergy, to repreſent them asan Order of Men, 


' Who not only cannot endure any thing that is not ſubje& to 


themina Religious, but alſoin Civil Society ; as men that are 
yor content to anathematize all that diſpleaſe them, but deſign 
nothing ſo muchas toexterminatethem, not only to extermi- 
nate them, but alſoto force their Conſciences, and inſpire their 
Opinions, and propagate their way of Worſhip by the knock- 
ing Arguments of Swords and Staves; asanorderofmen, who 
bave neither Faith nor Juſtice, who promiſe only to deceive, 
who for a while crub their Fury only, that afterwards they may 
the more inſult, that in Peace as well as War, contriveonly to 
overturn and deſtroy, that make Allyances only to ſurpriſe, 
and finding themſelves more powertu), deny thoſe they have 
ſurprized the Liberty toeſcaps. Theſe arethe exaQt Features 
and Colours by which the Roman Clergy may eaſily be known, 
if we judge of then) by the perſecution in France, thelike where- 
of was never ſeento this day : the Agyptians and Aſiyrians once 
perſecuted the Iſraelites, but they forced them not to embrace 
the Worſhip of their Idols; they contented themſelves with 
making them Slaves, without doing violence totheir Conſci- 
ences. The Heathens and the Jews perſecuted the primitive 
Chriſtians, forced their Conſciences indeed, but they had ne- 
vergrantedthem an Edi&, norby perſecuting them did violate 
the publick Faith, nor hindred them to make their Eſcape by 
Flight, The arrians cruelly perſecuted the Orthodox , but 
beſides that, they went not ſofar, asto make the common fort 
of People ſign formal Abjurations; there was no Edi& or 
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Concordat betwen the two Communions. Innocent the 3d. by 
his Creyſades, perſecuted the Waldeyſes, and Albigenſes, but 
theſe people alſo had no Edit. Emmenuel King of Portugal, 
furiouſly perſecuted the Fews, but he gave them leaveto de- 
part out of his Kingdom, and they had no Edit. Ir was the 
ſame with thoſe Remains of the Moors, who had ſettled them- 
ſelvesin ſome Cantons of the Ki _— of Granada,.they were de- 
featedina War, and commaaded to retire into the Countrey 
from when their Anceſtors'came. Inthelaſt Age the Duke of 
Alva execciled dreadful crueliies upon the Proteſtants of the ſe- 
venteen Provinces, but he did not hinder them from flying,nor 
violated any Edit; andatthe worſt, Death was their releaſe. 
The Inquiſition is to this day in Spain and Italy, but they are 
Countries, in which no Religion, beſides the Roman, was e- 
ver permitted by Edits, andifthe Inquiſitors may be accuſed 
of Violenceand Crueltie, yet they canno: be convifted of per- 
fidiouſneſs. 

But in this laſt perſecution of France, there are five things, 
that ſtiike the mind with Horror; they make the Conſciences 
and Religion of mentodepend Soveraingly upon the Will of a 
King, they violate a Faith authentickly ſwornto, they force 
men to be Hypocrites, and w.cked, by ſeeming to embrace a 
Religion which they abhor ; they prohibit all Flights or retire. 
ing out ofthe Kingdom; they do not put to Death, but pre- 
ſerve Lite to oppreſsit with longer Torments. Ifafter this the 
Court of Romeand its Clergy , diſperſed over the reſt of Europe, 
diſclaim not ſo odious and ſo criminal a Condu@: iftheycon- 
demnit nor, itwill be anindelible Stain to the Honour of their 
Religion. Not only Proteſtants, who are of a different Com. {, 
munion, but alſoan infinite number of their own Catholicks , 
will be mightily ſcandaliz'd thereat: nay, eventhe Turks and 
Fewsand Yegans will riſeupin Judgement againſt them, They 
may already know what they have been condemned of, in 
what paſſed inthe Council of Conſtance, concerning Fohn Huſs, 
and Jerome of Prague , whom they put todeath, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſafe Condutt of the Emperour Sigiſmund, but there is 
ſomething greater here: There only two Men were concerned, 
here more than 1400000. thoſe they put to Death , and it they 
had done the ſame to theſe, they would have embraced their 
Death with Joy and Comfort. The Council thought its Au- 
thority greater than Sigiſmunds , but there cannot be produced 
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by {| oneabovethat which haseſtabliſh'd our EdiR. | 
ut We are not ignorant of the d:fferent merhods which the Per- 
al, ſecutors take to ſhel:er themſelves trom publick Condemaati-. 
le. on. Some -ake a ſpeedy courſe to deny the Fatt; andto per- 
he (wadethe World, That force and Vio'ence have had no ſharein the 
n- Converſions, but that theywere ſoft, an1 calm, and voluntary; 
e- andthat if there were any Dragoons concerned therein, "tw as be- , 
ey " cauſe the Reformed themſelves deſired chem , that they might have a 
of hand ſom pretence :0 change they Religion. Was there everſeen 
e- ſo much impudence? What w:ll they not deny, whacan de- 
or ny what's done in the Face vf th dun, and whata whole King- 
oh dom, from oneend ofit tothe other, hathſeen, and ro this 
re day ſees? Forinihe beginoing of che year 1686. whilſt lam 
&= compoſing this fad Rehearſal, they continue to exerciſe in 
-d France the lame Rage, that ended the preceeding year, the 
Rp ſame Dragoons both in Cities and Countries, execute the ſame 
Fury againſt ſoine Jamentable Remains of Prozeſtants, who will 

os. not tall down and worſhip. 

es They are uſed i:ke Rebels in their Perſons, in their Eſtates, 
a in their Wives, 1ntheir Children; anditthere be any diffe- 
re rence, *ciSinthis, that their ſufferings are ſtill increaſing. Yet 
Aa it we will-believe the Clergy, haranguing che King, andthe 
be Biſhop of Valence their Sp-aker ; herells his Majzſty how mira- 
P culous his Reignis, ſeeing ſuchinfinite numbers of Converſi- 
Ee ons are made to the Roman Church, without violences and 
I Arms ; muchleſs, faith he, by the force of your Edits, as by the 
= | exampleofyourexemplary Piety, If we will believethe great- 
r | eftpartofthe Abjurations which theſe poor op»reſt people, are 


forced tomake, they (peak the ſame ſence,” viz. That ihey 
. have dnne this without being conſtrained thereto. Thus is the Credu- 
d lity ofthe publickimpos'don: They have ſeeds of Impoſture 
KK © JſownattheirFeet, whichare to grow with the time. Poſte. 
n rity who ſhall ſee theſe Records , will believe they contain the 
truth. Here, faythey, is what has been told the King , who 
muſt not have falſehoocs off:red him: Here is the proper as 


'S and deeds of thoſe that were Converted Why will not then 
bs Poſterity believeit, ſeeing that at preſent, there areindeed 
y peopleiimpudent enough, or to ſpeak better, paid well enough 
r 'to publiſhitin ſtrange Countries : and there are found credible 
- * perſonsenoughto believeit. ButIpray what likelykood is 
] there, that 1 50000 perſons are alr2ay gone out of France, with. 
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out any thing conſtraining them to it, ſhould leave their Houſes, 
their Landsof Inheritance, their EffeRts, and ſeyeral their Wi. 
vesand Children, forto wander aboutthe World, and lead 
a miſerable Life for a bumour. Is there any likelyhood , that 
Perſons of Quality of both Sexes, who enjoyed x0, 15, 20, 30 
_ | thouſand Livers per annxm, would abandon theſe their Eſtates, 

not only for themſelyes, butfor their Succeſſors; expoſe 
hrakiees tothe perils, and incommodiouſneſs of long Jour- 
nies, and reduce themſelvesin a manner to Beggary; which 
isa conditionthe moſt unſupportablein the World to Perſons 
of Duality; and allthis without any reaſon, without any oc- 
caſion ? What likelyhood that this 1 50 thouſand perſons, who 
have already eſcap'd, ſome ofthem into Switzerland , others 
into Germeny , ſomeinto Denmark, othersinto Holland, ſome 
into Suedeland, and othersinto England, and others into ame- 
rica, without ſeeing or knowing one another, yet have agreed 
totell theſamelie, ard to ſay with one voices, That the Pro- 


teſtantsare cruelly perſecutedin France ; and that by unheard _ 


of Severitiesthey are forced tochange their Religion; although 
there's noſuch matter? Isitlikely that the Embaſſadoursand 
Enyoys of Forreign Princes, ſhould lye all ofthem in conſort, 
in _ them this news, wherein there isnotruth? ButI 
pray, ifin France the Proteſtantsthus voluntarily, and without 
conſtraint change their Religion, and that the Dragoons are cal- 
led in only as their good Friends , whence happens this ſo ſtri&& 
and general Guard onthe Frontiers, to hinder peoples depar- 
ture? How isit that the Priſons of the Kingdom are cram'd, 
with Fugitives ſtopt by the way? Whenceisic, that thoſe who 
havechanged, are watcht with ſuch great care to hinder their 
flight; tothe obliging them to depoſit ſums of money roſecure 
them fromthe ſuſpicionofir? This muſt be an Epidemical 


Diſtemper that has ſeiz'd on his Majeſties Subje&ts, that ſhall , 


make them fly thus without reaſon? But is not thisa fine cover, 
toſay the Proteſtants have themſelves call'd inthe Dragoons, 
to have the better pretence to change their Religion? It is about 
10. or more years ſincethere was a Bank ſet up to trafhck for 
Souls. Mr. Peliſon has for along time been the great dealer of 
Paris, inthisinfamous Trade of purchaſing Converts. Theſe 
Converſions have of late, been the only way of paiwng ap- 
plauſe, andrecompenſesat Court, and ina word, a means 


of raiſing ones Fortune; and yet we muſt betold, that Ins 
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of being Converted by theſe eaſice ways, we had rather chooſe 
the help of the Dragoons, that is, of being pillaged. Arleaſtlet 
any one tell us, why ſince theſe pretended voluntary Conver- 
ſions, the people not willing togo to Maſs; they have been ob- 
liged zoſend them Troops, andule them with the ſame ſeye- 
rity as before. : 

Thisisſo groſs and palpable an untruth, that others have 
undertaken todetend theſe Violenees, as being naturally of the 
genuine Spirit of tf Catholick Church; and for this purpoſe, 
they have continually in their mouths that paſſage ofthe Goſpel, 
compelle intrare , compelthemto comein, and the perſecution 
which the Orthodox of 4frick cftered the Donatiſis, &c. 

Were this a place to diſpute againſt theſe furious Divines, 
we could eaſily ſhew them the vanity of theſe allegations; bur 
we ſhall ratherask them , whether the Fews and Pagans had a- 
greed upon an Edit with the Apoſtles, when our Saviour ſays 
tothem, compel them to comein. Has St. Auguſtin ever writ- 
> ten, forheiscited inthismatter, That we ought tobe prefi. 

dious towards thoſe whom we eſteem as Hereticks, whenwe 
promiſed to live wichthem as Brethrenand fellow Citizens. 
The Donatiſts, had they any Edits which ſhould ſhelter them 
from the inſults ofrhe Orthodox ? It weyield to this deteſlable 
Divinity , What will become of all us Chriſtians? Forin ſhort, 
the Papiſt is as much a Heretick to the Proteſlams , as the Proteſtants 
aretothePepiſt; yetthey live together in peace, onthe Faith 
of Alliances, Treatiesand Promiſes. But theſe publick peſts, 
as much as inthem lies, haye brought all things ingo corffuſign, 
and a Stateof War. They armthe Catholicks againſt the Pro. 
teſtants, teaching the Catholicks by this example, thattheir 
Religion obliges them to betray and ſurprize the Proteſtants , 
When they can do it unpuniſhed ; and knock out their Brainsif 
- they do not change their Religion. They arm the Proteſtants 
againſt the Catholick; foratter all, what peace and Society 
can we have With people, whonot only make no Conſcience 
to break their Faith, but onthe contrary, makeitacaſeof 
Conſcienceto breakit, whenthey ſhall find occaſion, Thus 
bave they by their Dragoons deſolated a Kingdom , and plun- 
dred above 100 thouſand Families. Do we think this method 
ispleaſingtohim, whoin we bath own to be the Author of our 
Faith ; hehas ſaid, That he will not ſuffer Hell Gates to yuine his 
Church; but behas notfaid, hewill open Hell Gates for 
the 
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; Now it there were anything that 


© bea3s a mild Prince, and his temper leads ro more moderate 
up" Councils than thoſe of his Predeceflois. Moreover we know, 
33 "the Clergy of France do not always conſult him in what they un+ 
*#7dertake; and we bave had often cffercd, tv us what has been 
+ Done againſt Rome,to induce us to ſubmit ovi ſelves tothe Kirgs 
| - will in theſe other matters; and how \n'all ad flerence is patd 
” "Trois Authority. Sothat the Pope hinſelt, conſidering us til] 
| as Menand Chriſtians, will condole us, and blan.e the methods 
| uſed againſt us, had he nocther reaſun than the Intereſt ot Re- 
| ligion. Perhaps one day, it will be our turn to blame that which will 
| be taken againſt him. 
| However, tis certain the Proteſtants of France are the mcſt 
{ firobje&sofpublick compaſſion, the world ever knew. Some 
| Cighandlamentundera hard Slavery which they would willing- © 
!y charge for Irons in ee Os Twrkie, For there they would 

not be torced to turn Mahometans, and might ſtil] obtain ſome 
hopes of liberty by way ot ranſom. Others are wandring about 
ſtrange Countries, ſtript of their Eſtates, ſeparated inall pro- 
bability, foreverfrom their Parents, their Relations and Fri- 
ences, whom they have left inthe moſt doletul conditionima- 
ginable. Husbands hath left their Wives, and Wives their {| 
Husbands ; Fathers their Children, and Children their Fathers, 
We have ſeen our Eſtates vaniſhina moment , our honeſt way 
of living, ourhopes, cur Inheritances. We have ſcarceany |, 
thing left us but cur miſerable Lives, ardthey are ſupported 
by the Charity cf our Chriſtian Brethren. | 

Yet amongſt all theſe AMi&ions we are not deſtitute of Com- 
fort; we, iteverany did, dotruly ſuffer for Conſcience ſakes "* ; 
the malice of our Perſecutors not beingable ro charge us with 
| the leaſt Miſdemeanour. Wehave ſerved our King and the 
| State{withZeal and Faithfulneſs, We have ſubmitted tothe laws | 
| and to Magiſtrates; and for our fellow Citizens, they have no | 
reafontocomplain of us. We have for Twenty Yearstegether | 
ſuffered with an unexemplary patience all rhcſe furious and 
dreadful Storms aforemention'd. And whenin 7ivareiz and. 


... Cevenzes, ſomehaye thought themſelves bound in Conſcience * * \$% 
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to-pteach onthe Ruinesof their Temples 


their ſmall number, which were but a hapd4 l ot len, Women 


and Children, has only ſerv'd toſtirrup morethe Reſignation -<.. 
and Obedience of our whole Body, In theſelatter Storms we - 


have been like Sheep, innocent and without defence. We then 
comfort our ſelves in the Juſtice of our cauſe, and our peace» 
able deportment underir. 

t But we comfort ourſelves likewiſe in the Chriſtian compa(- 
ſion ſhewed us by Forreign Princes, and more eſpecially of his 
Majeſty of England , who bas received us into his Countries, 
ſuccoured and relieved us, and recommended our diſtreſſed 
condition to all his Subje&s; and we have found in them not 
only new Maſters, or the AﬀeRionsofnew Friends, bnt of real 
Parents and Brethrer., And astheſe Bowels of Commulſeration 
have been as Balm to our Wounds, ſo we ſhall never loſe' the 
Remembranceof it, and hope we, nor our Children ſhall.ever 
do any thing, by GOD's Grace, unwortby any oftheſe their pro. 


tections. 


All our Aflition thenis, to ſee our Religion opprefled inthe _ 
 Kingdomof Frente ; ſo many Churches wherein GOD was daily 


ſerved according tothe ſimplicity ofthe Goſpel, demoliſhed ; fo 
many Flocks diſperſed, ſomany poor Conſciences ſighing, and 

roaning under their Bondage ; ſo many Children deprived of 
te lawful Education of their Parents. But we hope that at 
length the ſame God who heard heretofore the Sighs ot his Peg» 
ple inthe Servitude of Zgypt, willalſo hear at this time the 
Cries of his Faithful Servants, Wecall not for Fire from Hea- 
ven, Wearefor no Refiflaxce, weonly pray that God would 
touch the Hearts of our Perſecutours,that they may repent,and 
be ſaved together withus. 'Weentreat ſuch adeliverance, as 
he in his Wiſdom ſhall think fitting. 

However 'twill be no offence to God or good Mentoleave 
this Writingtothe World, as a Proteſtation made before him, 
& them againſt theſe Violences;more eſpecially againſr the E-_ 
di&t of 168 5.containing the Revocation of that of Nants,it bein$ 
in its own nature inviolable, irrevocable and unalterable. We 
may, 1 ſay, complain amongſt other things againſt the worſe 
thaninhumane Cruelties, exerciſed —_ Bodies, when 
they are dragged along the Streets at the Horſe Tayls, and dig- 


- gedout, anddenyed Sepulchers, We cannot but complain 
of the crue] Ordersto part with our Children , and ſuffer them 


—— de 6«« 


tt. Mt _— 


== 


(42) 
tobe baptized, and brought up by our Enemies, But above 


all, againſt the impious and deteſtable praftice, now in yogue, 
of making Religion to depend onthe Kings pleaſure, onthe 
will ofa mortal Prince, and of treating perſeverancein Faith 
with the odious name of Rebellion: Thisis tomake a God of 
Man, and to run back into the Heatheniſh pride and flattery a- 
mongſt the Romans; or anauthoriſing of Atheiſm or groſs Ido- 
latry. In fine, wecommit our complaints, and all our Inte-/ 
reſts intothe hands of that Providence , which brings good out 
of Evil, and whichisabovethe underſtanding of Mortals, 


wh»ſe Houſes are in the Duſt. 


——— 
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An Edid of the French King , Prebibiting all Publick 
Exerciſe of the Pretended Reformed Religion in bis 


Kingdom. 


L E W E $, bytheGraceof God, King of Frence and of 
Navarre, toall prefent and to come, Greeting. King Henry 
the Great , our Grandfather of Glorious Memory, deſiring to 
prevent, that the Peace which he had procured for his SubjeQts, 
afterthe general loſſes they had ſuſtained, by the ws contin- 
nance of Civiland Foreign Wars, might not be diſturbed 
by the occaſion of the pretended Reformed Religion, asithad 
beenduringthe Reign of the Kings his Predecefſors, had by his 
EdiA givenat Nents, inthe Month of April, 1 598. regulated the 
condu@ which was to be obſerved with Reſpe& to thoſe of the 
ſaid Religion, the places where they might publickly exerciſe 
theſame, appointed extraordinary Judgesto adminiſter Ju- 
ſticerothem; andlaſtly, alſo by ſeveral diſtin& Articles pro» 
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vided foreverything, which he judged needful for the maing_ | 


tenance of Peace and Tranquility inhis Kingdom, and to dimi- 
niſh rhe Ayerſion which was between thols of the one and the 
other Religion ; and this, to the end that he might bein a better 
pion, the taking ſome eff:ual courſe, ( which he was 
reſolved todo) to reunite thoſe again tothe Church, who, u- 
pon ſoſlight occaſions, had withdrawn themſelves fromit. 
And foraſmuch as this Intention of the King, ourſaid Grands» 
father , could not be effeAed, by reaſon of his ſudden and pre» 
Cipitated Death; and that the execution ofthe foreſaid Edit 

| was? 
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4 
wasinterrupted during the Cs of ourlate King, our 
moſt Honoured Lord and Father, of Glorious Memory , by 
reaſon of ſome acw enterpriſes of thoſe ofthe pretended Refor. 
med Religion, whereby they gave occaſion for their being de. 
prived of ſeveral advantages which had been gramed them,by 
the foreſaid Edit:Notwithſtanding,the Kingour ſaid late Lord 
and Father, according tohis wonted clemency, gran'ed them 


+ another Edit at Neſmes, inthe Month of Zaly, 16-9. by means 


of which the peace and _—_ vt the K'ngdom being now a» 
gain re-eſtabliſhed, theſaid late King, being animated with 
theſame Spiritand Zeal for Religion, asthe King our ſaid 
Grandfather was, reſolved to make good uſe of this Tranqui- 
lity , by endeayouring to put this pious deſign in execution, but 
Wars abroad, coming ona few yearsafter, ſorhat from che 
year 1635.0 the Truce which was concluded with the Princes 
of Europe, 1684. The Kingdom _— been only for ſome 
ſhort lnteryals altogether free from troubles, asit was not poſ- 


ſible to do any other thing for the advantage of Religion, ſave- _, 
- only to diminiſh the number of places permuted for the exerciſe 


ofthe pretended Reformed Religion, as well by the Interdi&ti. 
on of thoſe which were found ereted, in prejudice to the dif- 
__ made inthe faid Edit, as by ſuppreſling the mixt cham. 

ers of Judicature, which were compuſed of an equal number 
of Papiſts and gone or » theereQing of which was only done 
by proviſion , and toſerve the preſent Exigency. 

Whereas therefore atlengthit hathpleaſed Godtogrant, 
that our Subjes enjoying a perte& Peace, and we our (elves 
pre 1g" up with the cares of proteQing them a- 
gainſt our Enemies, are now ina condition to make good uſe 
of this Truce , which we have on purpoſe facilitated, inorder 
tothe applying our ſelves entirelyia the ſearching out of 

eans, Which might ſucceſsfully eff:& and accompliſh the de. 


"ligns of the Kings, our ſaid Grandfather and Father, and which 


alſo hath been our Intention ever fince we came to the crown, 
we ſeeat preſent ( not withour a juft acknowledgement of what 
we owe to God on that account ) that our endeavours have at- 
tained the end we propoſed to our ſelves, foraſmuch as the grea- 
ter & better part of our Subjes of the (aid pretended reformed 
Religion have already embraced the catholick, & ſince by means 
'thereof ,the execution of the Edi of Nants , and ofall other Or- 
dinancesin fayour of the = pretended Reformed Religion, is 
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made uſeleſs, wejudge that we can do nothing better towards 
the entire effacing of the memory ofthoſe Troubles, confuſion 
and Miſchiet , which the progreſs of that falſe Religion, hath 
been the cauſe ofin our Kingdom , and which have given occa- 
fionto the ſaid Edit, andtoſo many other Edits and Decla. 

rations which went beforeit, or were made ſince with refe- 
* rencethereto, thanby a total revocation ofthe ſaid Edit of , 
''"  Nants,  andtheparticular Articlesand conceſſions granted 
- therein, and whatſoever elſe hath been enacted ſincein favour 
[ Of the ſaid Religion. | 
| 1. Wemake known, that we, for theſe and other reaſons us 
'  theretomoving, and of our certain knowledge, full Power ard 
Royal Authority, have bythe preſent perpetual, and irrevo. 
| cable £di& ſupprefled and annulled, do ſuppreſs and annull | 
the Edi of the King, our ſaid Grand: father, given at Nants 
in April 1:98. inits whole extent, together with the particular 
Articles ratified the ſecond of May, next following, and Letters 
© Pattent granted chereupon ; likewiſe the Edi& given at Niſmes, 
in July 1629 declaring them null and void, asitthey neverhad 
| beenenatted, together withallthe Corc:ſlions grantedin them, 
| as well as other Declarations, Edits and Arreſts, to thoſe 
of the pretended Reformed Religion, of what nature ſoeyer 
they may be, which ſhall all continue as ifthey never had been. 
And inpurſuance hereof, we will, anditisour pleaſure, that 
all the Churches of thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion, 
| ſituate in our Kingdom, Countries, Lands, and Dominions 
|  belongingtous, be forthwithdemoliſhed. 

I. Weforbid our Subjefts of the pretended Reformed Reli- 
gion to aſſemble themſelves, for timeto come, in order to the 
exerciſe oftheir Religion, in anyplaceor Houſe, under what 
pretext ſoeyer, whether the ſaid places have been granted by 
the Crown, or permitted by the | =o of particular places; \- 
and Arreſts of our Council, for Authorizing and Eſtabliſhing 
of the ſaid places for Exerciſe, notwithſtanding. | 

III. Welikewiſe prohibite all Lords, of what condition ſo- 
ever they may be, tohaveany publick Exerciſes in their Houſes 
and Fiefs, of what quality ſoever the ſaid Fiefs may be, upon 
penaltyto all our ſaid Subjefts, who ſhall have the ſaid Exer. 
Ciſes performed in their Houſes, or otherwiſe, of confiſcation 
of Body and Goods. 

, IV. We doſtrialy charge and command all Miniſters of the 
pre- 
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pretended Reformed Religion, who are not willingto be con» 
verted, and toembrace the Catholick Apsſlolick and Romes Relj. 
gion, to depart out of our Kingdom and Countries under our 
Obedience, fifteen dayes atter the Publication hereof, ſo as 


not to continue there beyond the ſaid term, or within the ſame, 


topreach, exhort, or perform any other Miniſterial FunQtion, 
upon pain of being ſent to the Gallies. 


V. Our Will and Pleaſure is, that thoſe Miniſters who ſhall 
" be Converted, docontinue to enjoy during their Lives, and 


their Widdows atter their Deceaſe, ſolong as they continae ſo, 
the ſame Exemptions from payment and quartering of Souidi- 
ers, Which they did enjoy during the time of their £xe:ciſe of 
the Miniſterial Funttion. Moreover wewill cauſe :» b paid 
to the ſaid Miniſters ,during their Lives, a Penſion, waich by a 
third part ſhall exceed the appointed Allowanceto them as Mi-. 
niſters; the half of which Penſion ſhall be continued to their 
Wives, after their deceaſe, as lovg as they ſhall continue in the 
Mate of Widowhood. | 
VI. Andincaſe any ofthe ſaid Miniſters ſhall be willing to 
become Advocates, or to take the degree of Doorsin Law,we 
will and underſtand that they be diſpenſed with, as to the three 
years of Study, which are preſcribed by our Declarations, as 
requiſite, in order tothe taking of the ſaid Degree, and that 
after they have paſſed the ordinary Examinations, they be forth. 
with rec:ived as DoQtors, paying only the Moie'y of thoſe dues 
which are uſually paid upon that account in every Uniyerfity. 
VII. Weprohibit any particular Schools for inſtrufting the 
Children of thoſe of the pretended Reformed Religion, andin 
general all other things whatſoever, which may import a Con- 
cefſion of what kind ſogver, in favour ofthe ſaid Religion. 
VIII. And as to the Children which ſhall for the futur- be 
£ born ofthoſe of the ſaid pretended Reformed Religion, our 
Will and Pleaſure 1s, that henceforward they be baprized by the 
Curates of our Pariſhes; ſtritly charging their reſpeAive Fa- 
thers and Mothersto take care they be a toChurchinorder 
thereto, upon Forfeiture of 500, Livers or more. Furthermore, 
our wills, that the ſaid Children be afterwards educated and 
brought up in the Catholick Apoſiolick and Roman Religion, ard 
iveanexpreſs charge toall our Juſtices, totakecare the ſame 
be performed accordingly. 
IX. And for a Mark of our Clemency towards thoſe - _ 
u -o 
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$ubjeAzofthe ſaid pretended Retormed Religion, who hayd 
- retired themſe]ves out of our K'ngdom, Countries and Teriito- 
ries before the publication of this our preſent Edi, vur will and 
meaningis, thatincaſe they returnthicher again, withinthe 
time of tour Moneths, from the time of che publication hereof, 
they may, andit ſhall be lawful for hem, to re-enter upon the | 
poſſeſſion of their Goods and Eſtates, and enjoy theſameinlike 
manner, as they might have done in caſe they had always conti- » 
 nued uponthe place. And on the contrary, that the Goods of 
all thoſe, wbo within the ſaid time of four Moneths , ſhall net 
returninto our Kingdom, Countries or Terricories, under our 
Obedience, which they have forſaken, remain and be confiſcat- 
ed in purſuance of our Declaration of the 20:h of auguſt laſt. 

X. We moſt expteſly and ftriftly forbid all our Subje&s of 
the ſaid pretended Reformed Religion, them, their Wives or 
Children, to depart out of our ſaid Kingdom, Countriesor Ter- 
ritories under our Obedience,or tofranſport thence their goods 

+ orEffedts, upon penalty of the Gallies for Men, and confiſcati- 
© onoi Body and Guods for Women. . 
XI, Ourwill and meaning is, thatthe Declarations made a- 
ainſt thoſe who ſhall rel-pſe, be executed upon them accord- 
-* to their Form and Tenor. 

Moreover, thoſe of the ſaid pretended Reformed Religion, in 
the mean time, till itshal pleaſe God t-» enlighten them as well as 
others, may abidein the ſeveral reſpe@ive Cites and Places of 
our Kingdoms, Countries and Territor:es under our Obedience, 
and there continue Commerce, and er:joy their Goods and E- 
ſtates, without being any way moleſted upon account of the 
ſaid pretended Reformed Religion, up-n condition neverthe. 
leſs, as forementioned, that 5 2a do not uſe any publick Religi. 
ousExerciſe,nor aſſemble themſelves upon the account of Pray. 
er or Worſhip of the ſaid Religion, of what kind ſoever the ſame 
may be ,upon forfeiture above ſpec:fied of Body and Goods. 

Accordingly we' will and command our Trufty and beloved 
Counſellours, the people halding our Courts of Aids at Paris, 
Bavliffs, . Chief Juſtices, Provoſts, and other our Juſtices and 
Officers to whom it appertains, andto their Lievtenants, that 
they cauſe tobe Read, Publiſhed, and Regiſtred, this our pre- 
ſent Edi& in their Courts and Juriſditions, even in Vacation 
time, and the ſame keep punRually, without contrevening or 
ſuffering the ſameto be contreyened ; tor ſuch is our wil ond 
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ure. Andtotheendromakeitathing rem: Mable.we E 

have cauſed our Seal to be put tothe fame. Given at Fonnyeiy- * 

bleaxinthe Month of Ofober, inthe year of Grace, 1685. and- . 
Si | 


of our Reign the 43. 
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LEWES. 


, The Profeſſion of the Catholick, Apoſtolick;and 
Roman Fauh, which the Revyolting Proteſtants 
in France arc to Subſcribe and Swear to. 


Nihe Name of ihe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Amen. 1 believe 
and confeſs with a firm Faith, «ll and every thing and things cou- 
tained 18 the Creed, which 15 uſed by the holy Church of Rome, viz. 1 
receive and embrace moſt ſencerely the Apoſtolick & Eccleſtaflical Tre- 
ditions, and 0: her Obſervances of the ſaid Church Inlike manner ,Ive. 
ceive the Scripture , but tm the ſame ſenſe as the ſaid Mother church 
g hath, ana doth vow under!taxd and expand he ſame, forw bom, and 
to whom it only doth belong 10 juage of the Interpretaticn of ihe Sacred 
Ieriptures; and1 will never take them, ner underſland them other- 
wiſe than according to the unanimous conſent of the Fathers. 

I profeſs that there be truly and properly ſeven Sacraments of the 
New Law, Inflituted by aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, «nd neceſſary for he 
Salvation of Mankind, although not equally needful for every one, 
viz. Baptizm, Conficmation, the Euchariſt, Penance, Extream 
Union, Orders and Marriage ; and that they do conſer Grace ; 
ane that Baptiſm & Orders may not be reiterated without Sacriledge; 
I receive and admit alſo the Ceremonies recerved and approved by the 
Catholick Church in the ſolemn adminiſtration of the foremention- 
ed Secraments. 

I receive «nd embrace «ll and every thing and things which have 

} been determined concerning Original Sin and } «ſlification by the Holy 
Council of Trent. ; 

T likewiſe profeſs, that in the Maſs there is offered up 10 God a true 
proper ,and propitiatory Sacrifice for the living and dead ; and that in 
the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharift, here is truely, really and ſub- 

flantielly the Body and Blood, together with the Soul and Divinity 
of the Lord Feſs Chriſt ; and that in it there is made « change of the 
whole Subſflance of the Bread into his Body,and of the whole ſubſtance 
_ of the Wine into his Bload, which change the catholick church calls 
Tranſubfiantiation. 1 confeſs alſo, that under one only of theſe two 
Elements, whole Chrifl and che true ſacrament is wenktnd 1 
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the Souls there duteined , are relieved by the Suffrages of the Faichful. 
Inltke manner, I believe that tbe Saints reigling in Glory with Jeſus 

Chriſt, areco be Worſbipped and Invocated 6y us, andthat they offer 
»þ rreyers 19 God for us, and that their Reliques ought to be honour d. 

Moreover, Idomoſt fledfaſily avow » that che Images of Feſus 
Chriſt, of the bleſſed Virgin , tne Mother of God, aud of other 5aints , 
ought 20 be kept andretarned , and that dut Hoyour and Veneration' 
muſt be yielded nnio them. 

Alſo 1 do affirm, that the power of Indulgence waslefi to the Church 
by © brift Jelzs, andthe uſe thereof is very beneficial to Chriſtians. 

I do atknowledge the Holy Catholick, Apoſtolick, and Roman 
Church, to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of all other churches; «nd I pro- 


fefs and ſwear true Obedience 10 the Pope of Rome, Succeflor of the <. 


bI-fled Sr. Peter, Prince of the Apoſtles, and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, 
I'nlike manner, 1 own and profeſs, without doubting ,all oiber things 
left dr-foned and declered bythe Holy Cannons and general Councils, 


eſprcrally by the moſt Holy Council of Trent ; and withall, I do con-, _ 


of 
£ 


denn, rejeft, and hold for accurſed, all things that ave contrary there- | 


20; andall thoſe Hereſres which have been eondemned, rejeted , and 
«curſed by the Church. 

And ihen fearing upon the book of the Goſpel, the party recanting 
wt ſay: I promiſe, Vow, and Swear, and moſt conſtantly pro- 
fefs, by Gods Aſſiſtance, to keep entirely and inviolably, unto 
Death, this felf fame Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, out of which 
no perfos cax be Saved; and this 1 domoſt truly and willingly 
profeſs, and that 1 will to the utmoſt of my Power, endeavour 
thar ie may be maintain'd and upheld as far as any ways belong 
tomy Charge ; ſohelp me God and the Holy Virgin. 


The Cerrificare which the Party Recanting isto leave with the 
Frieft, before whom he makes his Abjuration. 


|| N. N. «f the Pariſh of N. do certifie all whom it may concer®, That 
having acknowledged the falſeneſs of the precended Reformed,and 
the Trech of the Catholick Religion, of my own free will, without 
any compulfion, 1 have accordingly made Profeſſion of the ſaid 


* ' carbolickand Romay Religion in the church of N.in the hands of N:N 


Fn tefl:mony of the Truth whereof, 1 bave (igned this AR in the pre- 
fexceof the Wiineſſes, whoſe Names ave underwritten this----- -day of 
the Momh of the ---- year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord the 
Kixg, audof our Redemption ------ . 
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